A-F SCcHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY AD Hoc ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 15-241, the State Board of Education is charged with final
approval of criteria for each school and school district local education agency
classification label used to determine A through F letter grades. In addition, the Board
is to determine multiple measures of academic performance or other academically
relevant indicators of school quality that are appropriate to assess the educational
impact of a school during the academic year. This proposal suggests the format
creation of an A-F School Accountability Ad Hoc Committee. This committee's primary
responsibility is to provide the Board with advice and policy recommendations regarding
the State’s A through F Accountability System.

RATIONALE

Presently, a number of policy considerations have been brought to the Board regarding
A-F School Accountability. In addition, while the Department of Education has a
technical advisory group to consider and review research-based methodology issues
related to school accountability, the Board does not have a broad-based stakeholder
group to consider and review policy considerations related to school accountability. The
creation of the A-F School Accountability Ad Hoc advisory committee will:

» Ensure transparency in policy development by providing a public forum for
discussion on accountability policy recommendations to the Board

» Discuss and propose multiple measures of academic performance or other
academically relevant indicators of school quality

* Discuss and propose policy recommendations related fo criteria for school and
LEA classification labels used to determine A through F letter grades

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURES
The ad hoc advisory committee members will be appointed to a term for no more than
one year by the Executive Committee of the Board. Membership shall be as follows:

3- SBE Members

1- Charter School Representative

2- Educational Policy Representatives

1- Member from the Governor's Office

2- Teachers (K-8 and 9-12)

2- Parent Representatives (K-8 and 9-12)
2- Superintendents

The mission of the A-F Schoot Accountability Ad Hoc Advisory Committee is to assist in
the development of policy recommendations regarding school accountability.



:sdny :03 08 sme| Suizeaw uado UO UOIIRWIOLI BI0W 404

[le Aidasjou op —sjlewy
wardnoin 4
S||lea duoyd =
sduijosw uosiad u] .
:wnJonb e 03 308fqns uoedIUNWWOD 0 sadA]  »
‘dunaaw paisod Ajuadosd e Buunp os op 1snw Aay) ‘uonaipsun(
s,APOq 1ey3 ulyMm ssauisng aljqnd ssnasip 03 syuem Apoq 2ijgnd e jo wnionb e J =
91Z-T § 'S'H’'V "UOISSIWWOI 10 pieoq
B JO siaquiaw ay3 jo Ayuofew e se wnsonb e suyap Ajjesauss sainiels euozily  «

Me7 SUI193|A uad( euoziuy



Arizona State Board of Education

PRINCIPLES OF AGREEMENT

Philosophical Agreements:

—

A through F achievement profile will examine solely academically relevant information.
Multiple measures of performance provide more information about a school's quality
than a single test score.

The achievement profile must recognize academic growth as an essential element of
measurement: Schools must not be penalized for low scores if significant gains are
made over the course of the academic year. However, at least one year's of growth
must remain the expectation to ensure student’s stay on pace to graduate prepared.
“A” schools must be truly excellent in their preparation of students for college and work
as measured throughout the P-20 and career readiness system.

All schools must have the opportunity to achieve “A” status.

The system must meaningfully balance simplicity with transparency.

Arizona's A-F achievement profile should align with and reinforce the State Board of
Education’s policy goals for academic achievement.

Technical Agreements:

-t

@ tn

The A-F achievement profile shall provide timely, valid, and reliable information.
The state shall produce information for schools that identifies the students included in
each measure.

School should receive data and accompanying technical documents so the schaols
may replicate and validate the findings.

The achievement profile should reflect both growth of students not at grade level, as
well as students at or above grade level.

The achievement profile will reflect students’ mastery of standards.

The achievement profile will utilize multiple years of data as available and
appropriate.

The achievement profile will utilize postsecondary success measures

Implementation Agreements:

1.

2.

In order to ensure that each new measure captures the intent, the state should pilot
portions of the achievement profile.

The state should verify the achievement profile to comply with technical requirements
and/or statutes and State Board of Education rules.

The state will present the achievement profile and other agreed to measures of school
quaiity to parents, educators, and policy makers in a timely, informative, and easy to
understand format. This includes releasing formula or other updates to how the annuai
profiles are determined prior to the start of the school year the profile will reflect.

A coalition of technical and policy stakeholders must be consulted to create, evaluate
and refine the methodologies used in the achievement profile to ensure transparency,
feedback from the field and community, and compliance with Agreements.
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15-241. School, charter school and school district accountability; annual achievement

profiles; classification: letter grade system; profiles; appeals process; failing schools

tutoring fund: definition

A. The department of education shall compile an annual achievement profile for each
ublic school and local education agency.

. Each school, charter holder and school district shall submit to the department any
data that is required and requested and that is necessary to compile the achievement
profile. A school or local education agency that fails to submit the information that is
necessarg is not eligible to receive monies from the classroom site fund established by
section 15-977.

C. The annuat achievement profile compiled by the department shail be used to
determine a standard measurement of acceptable academic progress for each school
and local education agency and a school and local education agency classification
pursuant to subsection F of this section. Any disclosure of educational records
compiled by the department of education pursuant to this section shall comply with
t1r£e3zar;1ily educational rights and privacy act of 1974 (20 United States Code section
g).
D. The annual achievement profile for schools and local education agencies shall
include, at a minimum, the following academic performance indicators:
1. Multiple measures of academic performance or other academically relevant
indicators of school quality that are appropriate to assess the educational impact of a
school during the academic year as determined by the state board of education.
2. Academic progress on statewide assessments adopted pursuant to section 15-741
in English language arts and mathematics.
3. Academic progress on the English Ianguage learner assessments administered
pursuant to section 15-756, subsection B and sections 15-756.05 and 15-756.06.
4. Progress toward college and career readiness for all schools and local education
agencies that offer instruction in any of %rades nine through twelve.
E. Subject to final adoption by the state board of education, the department shali
determine the criteria for each school and local education agency classification label
using a researched-based methodology. The methodolo?c}/ eveloped in collaboration
with a coalition of qualified technical and policy stakeholders, at a minimum, shall
include the performance of pupils at all achievement levels, account for pupil mobility,
account for the distribution of pupil achievement at each schoot and local education
a?en;:y and include ongitudinal indicators of academic performance. For the purposes
of this subsection, "researched-based methodology" means the systematic and
objective application of statistical and guantitative research principles to calculate the
indicators used to determine A through F letter grades.
F. The annual achievement profile shall be used to determine a school and local
education agency classification based on an A through F letter grade system adopted
b}/ the state board of education in which a letter grade of A reffects an excellent level
of performance and a letter grade of F reflects a failing level of performance. The A
through F letter grade system shall indicate expected standards of performance for all
schools and the manner in which schools ma¥ rise above or fall below those expected
standards of performance. The state board of education may also assign a school a
letter grade of F if the state board of education determines that the school is among
the "persistently lowest-achieving schools” in the state under the federal school
accountability requirements pursuant to section 1003(g) of the elementary and
secondary education act (20 United States Code section 6303).
G. The classification for each school and the criteria used to determine classification
pursuant to subsections E and F of this section shall be included on the school report
card prescribed in section 15-746.
H. Subject to final adoption by the state board of education, the department of
education shall use achievement profiles appropriately to assess the educationai
impact of accommodation schools, alternative schools and extremely small schools,
may develop profiles for schools that participate in the board examination system
prescribed in chapter 7, article 6 of this title and schools that participate in Arizona
online instruction pursuant to section 15-808 and may develop other exceptions as
rescribed by the state board of education for the purposes of this section.

. The department of education shall establish a process for a school or local

education agency to correct student data used to determine the school's or local

iy

http://www.azleg state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?format=print&inDoc=/ars/15/00241.ht... 9/20/2016
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education agency's annual achievement profile. The state board of education shall

establish an apFeaIs process to allow a school or local education agency to appeal the

schoaol's or local education agency's final letter grade based on mitigating factors

identified by the board. The board may delegate the administration of the appeals
rocess to the department of education.

. The failing schools tutoring fund is established consisting of monies collected
pursuant to section 42-5029, subsection E as designated for this purpose. The
department of education shall administer the fund. The department of education may
use monies from the fund to purchase materials designed to assist students to meet
the Arizona academic standards and to achieve a passing score on assessments
adopted by the state board of education.

K. For the purposes of this section, "academic progress" means measures of both
proficiency and academic gain.

http://www.azleg state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?format=print&inDoc=/ars/15/00241 .ht... 9/20/2016
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