




 

Article 3. Curriculum Requirements and Special Programs 

 

R7-2-318. K-3 Literacy Program 

A. The K-3 literacy program to improve the reading proficiency of pupils in kindergarten programs 
and grades one, two and three in school districts and charter schools shall be administered by 
the Department of Education.  The Department shall establish, maintain and provide an online 
portal, technical support and guidance, and professional development training to assist those 
school districts and charter schools participating in the program.   

B. On or before June 1 of each year, the Department shall make the following available to school 
districts and charter schools serving pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one through 
three: 

1. An open online portal available to assist school districts and charter schools to prepare 
and submit literacy plans.   

2. A literacy plan template.    
3. The rubric used to evaluate literacy plan compliance.    

C. The initial literacy plan template shall contain the following components differentiated at the 
school level for pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one through three: 

1. School literacy contacts, literacy team members and master reading schedules; 
2. Core reading programs, including frequency and duration; 
3. Reading intervention programs (Tier II and Tier III), including frequency and duration; 
4. Assessment data on universal screenings, diagnostic tools, progress monitoring tools, 

summative assessment tools, motivational assessments, collections of reading 
assessments and alternative standardized reading assessments; 

5. Evidence of ongoing teacher training based on evidence-based reading research; 
6. Confirmation that notification letters have been sent to parents;  
7. Evidence-based intervention and remedial services provided to students; 
8. A budget and accompanying narrative regarding the expenditure of monies used only on 

instructional purposes intended to improve reading proficiency from the K-3 support 
level weight and the K-3 reading support level weight established in A.R.S. 15-943;  

9. Data and an accompanying narrative on program expenditures and results; and 
10. An evaluation of the effectiveness of the LEA’s literacy program and teacher 

effectiveness in prior years and plans for improvement. 
D. Each school district and charter school shall review, approve and aggregate their individual 

school literacy plans into a comprehensive LEA literacy plan, using the format prescribed by the 
Department.  Each school district or charter school that is assigned a letter grade of C, D or F 
shall submit its plan to the Department on or before July 1 of each year.  Each school district or 
charter school assigned a letter grade of A or B shall submit its plan to the Department on or 
before July 1 in odd numbered years only beginning in 2016-2017.   



 

E. Each LEA literacy plan that is submitted shall include initial benchmark assessment data on pupil 
reading proficiency, and the LEA shall submit additional assessment data on February 1 and June 
1 for pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one through three.   

F. On or before October 1, the school district governing board or charter school governing body 
shall submit to the Department information on the total number of pupils that were subject to 
retention, the total number that were promoted, the total number actually retained and the 
interventions that were administered as provided in A.R.S. 15-701.  

G. On or before August 1, the Department shall review all literacy plans and make 
recommendations for approval of plans to the State Board of Education.  The Department shall 
provide assistance to districts and charter schools obtaining scores below the targeted rubric 
score to address deficiencies and allow for the resubmission of revised plans. 

H. Prior to the release of monies generated by the K-3 reading support level weight established in 
A.R.S. 15-943, a school district or charter school assigned a letter grade of C, D or F, or that has 
more than ten percent of its pupils in grade three who do not demonstrate sufficient reading 
skills as established by the Board according to the reading portion of the statewide assessment, 
shall submit a literacy plan for review and recommendation by the Department, and approved 
by the Board. 

I. The Department shall report any gifts, grants and donations it receives for the K-3 reading 
program and the Department’s proposed expenditure of those funds to the Board.   
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