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ADE and SBE Lead Stakeholder Group to Release Menu of Assessment Guidance 

 
(Phoenix, Ariz., April 5, 2019) – On behalf of the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) and the Arizona State 
Board of Education (SBE), Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction Kathy Hoffman and President of the State 
Board of Education Lucas J. Narducci sent a letter to district superintendents and charter leaders regarding the 
future of statewide assessments. The letter was in response to a communication from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) that stated Arizona law was at odds with current federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
law regarding assessment.  
 
In December 2018, ADE made a request to US ED asking to waive certain federal requirements as they pertain to 
the Menu of Assessments state law (A.R.S. 15-741.02) that passed in 2016, which required Arizona to offer a 
Menu of Assessments to allow schools to administer an alternate assessment instead of the statewide 
assessment (i.e. AzMERIT). This was designed to be phased in over a set timeframe, beginning with high school 
in Spring 2019 and for grades 3-8 in Spring 2020.  
 
Last week, ADE received notification from US ED that this waiver request was denied. Since that time, ADE and 
SBE officials have collaborated with education stakeholders throughout the state to communicate the effects 
this will have on schools, as well as to work toward solutions regarding the future of statewide assessments.   
 
Please see the letters attached from Superintendent Hoffman and President Narducci to Arizona schools, as well 
as the letter from US ED to ADE.  
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