
Is there any additional feedback you would like to provide 
  Open-Ended Response

Tests are not the end all, be all of who my child is.
No

I so appreciate the State Board Members making all of the trips that were made in order to meet people in their home areas and share this information.  
I so appreciate the work that has gone into this proposed A-F Accountability System.  The flaw in the system is not SBE's, it is the AZ State Legislature's 
fault for creating a system that simply does not fairly or accurately describe all of the work that schools and teachers do on a day by day basis to make 
sure that ALL of the students in front of them are learning. This process SHOULD BE about learning and NOT about testing!

If you are going tho make student growth an economic factor than perhaps parents should be charged for their child's unexcused absences and failure 

This plan is not equitable for all districts and all students. Rural and poor districts will continue to receive low grades even though they are trying very 
hard to teach the students enrolled in those schools. While other provisions such as bonus points are in place, the majority of points is based on a test 
that does not give clear evidence of mastery of standards.  Standardized testing is not the only way to demonstrate student learning, growth, and 
proficiency in any given subject.  

An effort to grade all schools on the same criteria can not be done due to the different populations in all schools.
The entire accountability is flawed and skewed. True education is lost in the profiling.

The voters made their wishes known that we want no connection with Common Core in any form.  We do not want it reworked, we want it gone.  
Student and parent input should be metric in evaluating teacher performance.  The good teachers should be rewarded with pay raises, and the bad 
teachers should be let go.  It is the teachers who are the most important to our students, not metrics, not testing, and not constant evaluations.  The 
more you focus on these complicated evaluation systems, the worse off our students will be.  Stop treating our children as data points to be plotted!
As a physical educator markers to look at when rating a quality Physical Education program should include the following. If the physical Educator is 
certified. Are the recommended amount of 120 minutes per week being taught. Is there a Physical Education Curriculum being used. Is the school 
enrolled in the federal government's Let's Move In School. Has the school received any recognition from the Let's Move In School Program. Does the 
school use a recognized tool for measuring fitness i:e: Fitnessgram. Does the school use heart rate monitors on the students to measure activity levels.
Physical Education needs certified P.E. teachers and Nationally Board Certified Teachers.
The school needs to be judge on more than one main test.
Provided mandated Physical Education (Health Education included) at ALL levels each day taught by certified Physical Education teachers.
CTE State Technical Assessment scores should be included in the AzMerit standardized test scores. 
Do not rate schools at all and allow forums where parents can share their experiences to rate schools. Testing is skewed.



Why does the statutes say the following, yet half is not focused on?  Music and P.E. should be for sure!     "District instructional programs  shall include 
an ongoing assessment of student progress  toward meeting the competency requirements.  1. Language arts  2. Literature  3. Mathematics  4. Science  
5. Social Studies  6. Music  7. Visual Arts  8. Health/Physical Education  9. Foreign or native American Language (includes modern  and classical)"

Thank you very much for your work on the A-F process.
An mentioned - set the rules and leave educators alone to allow them to focus on their students and not the rating system and the constant changes.
The letter grade acvountability system based on state assesment test proves nothing aside from how well the administrators have convinced teachers 
to teach to the test and what kind of economical status the district has. You can mix up the formulas for growth and achievement all you want but it is 

If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.

not at this point
As the SBE considers future tests (due to the Menu of Assessments bill now being law), please do not choose a test that is Common Core aligned or even 
aligned with our "new" state standards (which are essentially Common Core).  Please choose a test that has already been validated (no more using our 
kids as guinea pigs).  Also, the testing contract with the state should allow parents to view the test and speak out against it if parents see anything that 
goes against their moral or religious views.  Parents should be able to view ANYTHING that their children view in the classroom --even a test.  Parents 
are the taxpayers who fund these tests.  Also, please take into account that some children are terrible test takers.  These children tend to be over 
achievers (type A personality) and have excellent grades, but when they face a high stakes test, they crumble emotionally and fail.  Teachers and parents 
should be able to have the final say if a child moves on to the next grade.  Heavy emphasis should not be placed on a once a year test.
See comments from previos question. Do away with Az Merit and re-branded Common Core....new AZ Standards. We as parents must have parental 
rights over our children. We are not even allowed to see the test. It is not just to base a 95% participation on a school nor a passing grade for a child to 
Withdraw invalidated AZMERIT. Work with parents and local groups.  Stand on principle over party and lobbyists. 
As part of the graduation ECAP every student should have a career pathway selected and a plan for obtaining that goal.  



Again, please consider, several of these options do not support the states low socio economic schools that are at a severe disadvantage over those of in 
a higher socio economic.  How are your giving credit to those that are making significant growth to develop academics and yet not punish them through 
the point system offered to all other higher performing schools?  These choices are not equitable.  Be fair and recognize the hard work for our struggling 
school districts.      Also, consider a rubric year to year for all schools to progress along the states expectation of measurement, so we know how we are 
being measured and we can make all necessary data based changes from year to year.

No
I am concerned about the number of Title I schools that would fall into school improvement.     You need to have a different measure for charter schools 
I feel the school grading system needs to be abolished. 
Pay teachers more. Salaries in Arizona are abysmal. If you wish to retain talented teachers, they should be paid over 50,000 as a starting point and 
no

The state needs to take into account the diversity within the state.  The accountability measures you have in place for students who live in Phoenix, 
Flagstaff, or Tucson, will not work with students in rural parts of the state.  Students in larger cities have access to things that students in the rural 
communities do not, such as the internet, libraries, museums, concerts, after-school programs, and social clubs (4-H, Girls Scouts, Boy Scouts).  When 
determining if a school is an A or F school, the state needs to consider how much farther ahead students in the cities are compared to students living in 
rural communities, including students on the Native American reservations across the state.  Holding all schools to the same standards when all schools 
do not have access to the same opportunities, is setting up the rural schools for failure.

n/a
This is a difficult job to do...not sure what can happen to make everyone happy. 
It is very frustrating, as a parent who is heavily involved with my student's school  and knows the good things that are happening, to be be judged on a 
one size fits all accountability plan.  And I am confident that if you read my feedback, it will be ignored.
Again please take the necessary time to review all issues associated with the complexity of this issue.  Delay the release of scores as long as legally 
possible to ensure that there has been adequate review of all issues.  The stakes are too high for too many people to rush this issue for "political" 
purposes.
Why is there no way of measuring parent accountability?



I reiterate two things:  1) There is no reason to increase the percentage that is based on proficiency. This simply makes high socio-economic schools a 
shoe-in for high rankings.   2) Where is the accountability for the student? Tests like AZMerit will never gives us accurate data unless there is 
accountability on the test-takers themselves.    One additional point:  Testing students in late March/early April means not all standards can be covered. 
I realize pushing it back would mean running into AP testing as well as delay scores returning in a meaningful timeframe. I would suggest looking at 
which standards are to be tested to be sure it is appropriate for the timeframe of 3/4 of a school year.   

Not at this time
Will teachers get a copy of all this information? I think this should bee mailed out to the teachers in the state of AZ. Some districts hide or don't talk 
establish better reading programs
none
Expecting a non English learner to learn English in 2 years, particularly when they enter school after 2nd grade (when most basic language learning has 
been taught) is unfair to the child. It should be a graduated expectation scale based on the natural progression of listening, speaking, reading, and 

In our community, many students volunteer in mission programs or other service opportunities after graduation. How will schools avoid a decrease in 
scores in regards to post-secondary enrollment based on this community factor?

While this tries to accommodate special needs, the diverse needs can not all be accounted for. No child is the same or learns the same differentiation is 
Grading schools is a stupid concept, especially when it's related to a test.  AZMERIT is poorly written test.  
We are building a model and the standards are getting ready to change, therefore the test may change.  If that is so why not wait till then.
PLEASE stop the further grading which leads to labels. There's much more to education than standardized tests. 
.
How do we take in to consideration for innovative approaches or students whose behavior impedes their learning?  How are school cutlures measured 
as a part of this pie?  Students experience tragedies, how is that taken in to consideration?
Arizona teachers need raises. We have the highest turnover rate we have ever seen we cannot employ instructional assistants. We are also losing our 
veteran teachers they are not staying in helping out new teachers
Do what is right for kids and the total education process!
I believe it would be best to put this on hold until we figure out what the new USDOE budget will be and how it will impact the State of Arizona. I also 
believe, that good or bad, there will be changes in ESSA that we may not be able to anticipate. Table this for now.
STUDENT Growth from the beginning of the school year compared to the End of the school year, is where we should be looking to show progress.  The 
exam should examine the same content on both exams, derived from the ACCRS.



If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.

To hold schools accountable in this school year, when the decisions about those measures have not been approved with 8 weeks left of school is a 
disservice to students, staff, and parents.  It defies any understanding of best practices.
I appreciate the opportunity to participate.
Growth indicators and acceleration is much more desirable than proficiency. I would reduce proficiency to 30% and increase growth indicators. 
I wish there were other academic measures in addition to standardized tests to factor in (such as portfolios).
Scrap the current models and rebuild with something nothing like the A to F during the AIMS years. Outsource the work to a reputable research 
institution. An A school is Excelling. Hmm, so...what are the characteristics of an Excelling school. Can a school with 40% proficient on the AzMERIT be an 
A school? If all students are scoring substantially higher by the prior year per the vertical scaling of the AzMERIT possibly yes.
Please find additional measuring points beyond AzMERIT to determine a school's letter grade.  In addition, find a way to assess K-2 so that the public has 
You should not use the new criteria to apply the 2016-17 grade. Implement this for 2017-18 as you are given permission to do so and so that 
no
Let schools and districts determine what they need to do to make students successful.  Support them and give them the resources they need.  Don't 
make up these ridiculously confusing statistics that only support the corporate testing industry.
Your accountability models encourage schools to push poor performing students OUT of school instead of helping them to be successful.
Just as the state reports graduates to the federal government as 12th graders-graduate points should count equally for all graduates.



Almost 20,000 high school age students do not graduate on time with their cohort class.  Why do you punish schools that serve 5th, 6th and 7th year 
seniors by dramatically reducing available graduation rate points?  Students can earn the high school diploma in the state through age 21 (ARS 15-821).  
Census data and the Arizona State Board of Education data indicated that approximately 30% of the high school population does not earn a high school 
diploma.  Area mayors cite this as a huge drain on the local economy because these citizens are not contributing to the tax base but drawing resources 
from it.   The A-F School Accountability plan idea of giving 10 points to schools who graduate a student in 4 years, 3 points for graduating a student in 5 
years, 2 points for graduating a student in 6 years and 1 point for graduating a student in 7 years has contributed to this problem by segregating the 
school system; rewarding schools for serving the top performing students and de facto punishing schools who serve populations that need the help 
most: severely under-credited students, low performing students, and ELL students.  If the point system remains as 10,3,2,1 respectively, there will be 
no incentive for “A” schools to serve the population that needs it most.   High school graduates should count equally for reporting purposes regardless 
of their cohort year.    

Please do not punish schools for enrolling and serving students that are behind in credits and school attendance.  If a 12th grader graduates, they should 
be given the same amount of credit/points regardless of whether they do it in 4, 5, 6 or 7 years.

Proposed methods of measuring growth will not accurately measure student performance.   There is no accounting for student mobility in SGP or SGT.  
The Florida model has been revealed as flawed and not effective- http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/02/21/hidden-dropouts-how-schools-
game-system-dumping-underachievers-into-alternative-programs/97708866/.    Why is the state board considering any of these models?

Older students deserve the opportunity to demonstrate proficiency on demand.  Schools deserve the opportunity to employ multiple measures to show 
progress.  The Arizona State Board of Education should try to make all opportunities available for the population it serves which includes students 
Data shows AZ Merit is not aligned with state standards.  Why continue using this faulty assessment as the primary metric for measuring school 
No

Pursuant to ARS 15-821 students can attend school from 6 -21 years of age.  Schools that enroll severely under-credited students (2 and 3 years behind) 
and English language learners have a different starting point for comparing scores with other students in the cohort.  For example, schools who serve 
these students face the situation of trying to get a student who has not had a mathematics course in three years proficient with end of course standards 
in eight weeks or less depending on when the testing windows are in relation to when the student enrolls. These schools are punished in the current 
model for serving the population that needs the opportunity but schools that turn those students away are rewarded. The current model excludes and 
disenfranchises 19,20,and 21 year old students. District schools are encouraged to stop serving special needs students.

Pursuant to ARS 15-821 students can attend school from 6 -21 years of age. Schools that enroll severely under-credited students (2 and 3 years behind) 
and English language learners have a different starting point for comparing scores with other students in the cohort.  For example, schools who serve 
these students face the situation of trying to get a student who has not had a mathematics course in three years proficient with end of course standards 
in eight weeks or less depending on when the testing windows are in relation to when the student enrolls. These schools are punished in the current 
model for serving the population that needs the opportunity but schools that turn those students away are rewarded.  The current model excludes and 
disenfranchises 19,20,and 21 year old students.  
Beginning in 2006, school districts began the practice of pushing out students and refusing to enroll students that will not graduate on time, because of 



With the high school readiness measures, seeing how the legislature just revoked most opportunities for dual enrollment, I do not understand how you 
would get those screening scores for college entrance and enrollment prior to students graduating. Is there a cutoff date for those scores to be counted 
(if a student doesn't take the test while still in high school)? How long will it take you to gather all of that information regarding readiness? Who is 
FitnessGram, successor to the Presidential Physical Fitness Test, is an example of a nationally validated assessment, which can be used as part of 

Another thing to take into consideration is teacher labels.  It is very unfair and inaccurate to base a majority of teachers label points on proficient 
student test scores.  Student achievement is important, but we need to look at individual students making growth at their levels.  There are many 
students who are non-English speakers that have to take an English test.  Their score does not accurately reflect a teachers effectiveness as they haven't 
acquired the language or enough of the language to demonstrate proficiency.  Growth on AZELLA for ELL teachers is a great measurement.  For students 
who are not ELL or SPED, (SPED students are expectations as they have IEP goals that they are to be assessed) growth on grade level assessments from 
beginning of the year to the end of the year would be an accurate measurement.  Also, using teacher evaluations as more of a factor in a teachers label 
is another more accurate measurement as long as all teachers are evaluated in similar fashion by trained evaluators.

Experts can tell you that programs such as PE and Music do wonders for students.  They are an essential part of any academic program as they help 
develop students abilities and progress in other subject areas such as math and science.  Do not treat these subject areas as secondary to the other 
A well rounded school should have emphasis on preparing students for the future and this includes educating them to lead healthy, active lives! Physical 
Education should definitely be a part of the formula and emphasis on it's importance should not be overlooked!
With Arizona being the 5th largest state in receiving refugee students- we need to provide opportunities for schools to show improvements while 
servicing this very unique population.  This year alone, our school has welcomed over 170 new refugee students.  This influx created disruption to all of 
our SEI classrooms and non-SEI classrooms as we had to adjust and accommodate class sizes.  This will inevitably have an affect on our student 
achievement data.  We also have over 35% mobility rate which poses it's own unique challenges for classroom teachers.  I would like to see a true 
comparison model- like schools data compared- Title 1 schools, Large ELL population, single parent homes, etc. 
I'm very much in favor of bonus points for quality PE, health, and art programs as these areas support and encourage learning and support the whole 
No
A few consideration/special measrement gauge is needed for students in Native American schools and schools with a high ELL population...



If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.

Too many variables, establish a set of concepts to be mastered at each grade level and grade people based on their knowledge and scores.
If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.    
No comment
Issue with making absenteeism a criteria.
no
Given the lack of time for adopting and implementing a model, I am concerned about helping schools and the public to understand the model.  I also 
THE BEST SYSTEM WOULD BE TO CREATE A DASHBOARD (like Michigan) THAT ALLOWS STAKEHOLDERS TO ANALYZE DATA TO MAKE THEIR OWN 
DECISION ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF A SCHOOL SYSTEM.  THE EVALUATION SYSTEM SHOULD NOT BE BIASED TOWARDS MEASURING ONLY STUDENTS.  
IF STUDENTS FROM AN “A” SCHOOL CAN SIMPLY BE SWITCHED WITH STUDENTS FROM A “C” SCHOOL AND THE PROFILES CHANGE, THE SYSTEM IS 
The A-F system will not motivate schools to do better.  What does motivate educators is to have the materials they need to do a good job.  In schools 
where there is high poverty in the population, schools need other supports in the areas of small group work, homework help, or after school care that 
Please don't put letter grades on schools who have low test scores.  It isn't always the teachers fault. The best indicator of test scores is household 
Individuals making decisions on school issues should actually visit classrooms on a daily basis to experience the "real life" situations that teachers put up 
with on a daily basis and they would understand our positions on some things.
PE, music and art should be indicaters of a successful school because kids should be getting a well-rounded education, not just an academic one.



One problem with the AZMERIT computer test is that it assumes test takers have a working knowledge of current computer usage.  Many students in 
low income school districts do not have external access to modern technology resources and do not understand the mechanics of using a computer.  
Students may know the correct answers to the questions on the exam but do not accurately input the correct answer because of not understanding how 
to input the information.

PE must be as important as the core subjects. Schools and Districts rewarded for the the total value PE brings to each child. PE should earn 100 bonus 
points for 60 minutes of daily PE with a certified PE  teachers, 75 points for 45 minutes of daily PE, 50 points for 30 minutes of daily PE, 15 points for PE 
twice a week, 1 point for PE once a week. Give  Districts and school the choice to earn higher bonus point with full time PE. Understand the next 
generation of Arizonans is in your hands and you have a choice to inspire Districts and schools to add more PE. PE is the correct choice to help reduce 
sick time and health costs for each District, business and families. Please look at the bigger picture and know PE is part of the bigger picture going 
forward for our next generations.

If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems

YEAH, SINCE WHEN ARE TEST SCORES THE MOST IMPORTANT THING FOR SCHOOLS? THIS IS NOT A TRUTH. 
NO
No.

If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school. 

So many times measures are established by what is considered the status quo, the doors should be open to reward and support both successful school 
Please stop the punishment of good teachers based on testing.
This should be placed on hold
Health and Wellness needs to play a bigger roll in the school day for all grades. We know that having Physically active students grades are better at all 
None
Thank you for seeking stakeholder input. This is the first step in building a transparent accountability system for public schools in Arizona.
I think accountability models based on standardized assessments punish schools and districts that have a low-SES, a high ELL population, or have rural 



I think the ONLY way to hold schools accountable is going to be found in random and often observations, audits, and personal walk-throughs. Teachers 
and administration will be held accountable best, when someone is actually seeing the efforts they are making on a day-to-day basis. I advocate for 
more observation of teachers and staff. This, coupled with the grading of standardized tests will better show what teachers are doing in the classroom 
and how schools are performing. Why? Becuase how a child performs on a test CANNOT in and of itself be an accurate representation of how a school is 
performing. Student outcome is not solely the measure of the efforts of a teacher, or their administration. 

I appreciate the consideration of student growth for future accountability rating scales. It allows students, teachers, and parents to see the importance 
of taking time to build skills. Students that may have gaps in learning can still celebrate and see gains as success.

still overly complicated and doesn't take into account the outside factors that can disrupt student learning and growth. The focus should always be 
student growth not a test score. Also, how can we continue to expect improvements if the legislature continues to deny and even decrease funding to 
schools

I STRONGLY support that schools employ a CERTIFIED physical education teacher with k-12 physical education credentials. 
AZ Legislature - put money into the school system!
Thanks for asking for and valuing the feedback of parents.  
no
no
no

We should be asking ourselves; what are we giving these students that they will be able to use to succeed in their lives to come? Not all of our students 
will become engineers, doctors or physicists, but more commonly, hourly wage employees in a vast variety of fields, that are just as respectable as the 
other jobs. Tests after tests do not work. Sensible application for the real world  does work.  

I hope your committee really looks at the feedback and makes decisions that will affect all schools in Arizona. 
Whatever process that is adopted needs to be implemented during the next school year - 2017-2018.  It is unfair to decide on the system now for 
not at this time.  
I support trying to recognize college or career ready.
NO
The wording of this survey is very confusing, especially the section about special education
AZMerit was a poor testing choice. Common Core is a poor model. There is too much testing and not enough teaching. The accountability system does 
not take into account poor funding by the State and low teacher salaries. 
I do not like the A-F system. I think it is unfair as to the rating of the school. The school, teachers , curriculum and programs are excellent . Yet for a 
school to receive a "D" when it is the students, environment, parent support at home, and transent families it is not fair to rate a school an "D" . More 
fghgf



Socio-economic background of the school and the education level of students' parents is the single most important thing to consider when "grading" a 
school.  Middle-class and above areas can be more objectively evaluated through standardized tests.  Communities with lower education levels of 
My own opinion of attempting to measure school growth and student growth based on an annual system; is that I don't believe the cost of testing 
justify the inconclusive results; furthermore to hinge teacher evaluation or incentive pay from these skewed results, adds insult to injury. Grading 
Where is the framework for Alternative schools? They need a different measure.
How can we measure and grade schools that are not properly funded?
It is time to support public education and rebuke any effort for privatizing schools in AZ. We need to create a system that does not shame low income 
students and offers a measurement based on growth, not proficiency. We also need a system that offers bonuses for schools with high percentages of 
During the public hearings there were many questions on the actual application of the draft model that could not be answered by members of the 
committee.  A model should be easily explained and easily understood, both in concept and application.  I appreciate the hard work of the committee, 
but the model is not "clear and transparent."  The 9-12 bonus points system would add considerable work to LEA to track and input such information 
into AZEDS or some other system.
I would like to have workshops/ training for all teachers throughout the year.

Two points:  1) Awarding grades seems a crude and divisive way to assess schools.   2) Committee members should study the New Jersey model to see 
how the visual and performing arts have been integrated into school assessment:   "Participation in Visual and Performing Art Classes  Since 1996, the 
visual and performing arts (Dance, Drama/Theater, Music and Visual Arts) have been a part of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and 
are part of the state’s graduation requirements. Beyond being requirements, research regarding the educational benefit of the arts for all New Jersey 
students is compelling. Various studies have identified links between involvement in the visual and performing arts and improved attendance, school 
engagement, academic performance, and higher levels of postsecondary attendance. Just as important, the arts provide important life skills including 
problem solving, critical thinking, creativity and collaboration. In a recent article, Harvard University President Drew Faust and musician Wynton 
Marsalis noted:  “Learning to play or paint, dance, sing or act, means constantly being refashioned, constantly demanding risk....and dealing with one’s 
inevitable mistakes is also part of an artist’s education...Let’s instead look to the longer run as we teach our children how to practice until it hurts, to 
bravely take the stage, to imagine, create and innovate and – after hitting that wrong note – follow it up with the right one.”  In 2013, the New Jersey 
School Performance Reports began to include measures of participation in this important curricular area in the high school performance reports. This 
year, the school performance reports for middle school now also include this data. Utilizing data that schools report in the NJSMART Course collection, 
the reports present a unique ‘headcount’ rate of participation in each of the four areas, followed by a participation rate in any visual and performing arts 
class.  The participation rate is calculated by summing the count of unique students taking a course in the area and dividing it by the high school’s 
enrollment." http://www.nj.gov/education/pr/1415/NJSchoolPerformanceInterpretiveGuide.pdf



I think we need to look at additional ways of measuring students rather than just a high stake test. For example, student work, low stake tests, etc..  
What if we give a pre AzMerit and a Post AzMerit. True growth would reflect from testing oranges to oranges. Schools can have formatives in between 
to close gaps. We are over testing our students. In our school we take four benchmark, 12 formative assessments, Pre and Post Galileo, AZELLA, and 
AzMerit. If we were wo add the testing weeks, we would get about three weeks for just testing. Maybe districts should have a limit to how many 
assessments should be given in a year. I truly enjoy education, but we are not making it any better. Teachers are leaving the field due to low pay and so 
much responsibility. We need to start thinking of solutions to the problem not just a temporary band aide. We all work so hard, hopefully we can find a 
solution together. Thank you so much for all of your support and for asking our feedback. United we will achieve. 

If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school,  the progress the school is making, and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F value on a school does 
not improve schools.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes that can disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school. Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students.  An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  

I think you already know where I stand on these issues.
If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
Thank you for allowing the public to express thoughts and concerns.  I hope it gets improved.  
Yes. How can you expect to recruit teachers in a state that is DESPERATE to fill positions already sitting vacant and then propose a system like this one 
that at first glance appears to "catch" and penalize schools that are not performing well without any plan to help them do better? Accountability-yes, 
NA
We need to recognize that schools across Arizona are struggling with resource shortages and staffing challenges. A low level of proficiency is often an 
indication of high poverty. A low growth score may be an indication of high teacher turnover.  We should be measuring what a school does not what a 
school is because the challenges a school faces are different so success may look different in different places. 
growth needs to be more significant-
Thank you for all your hard work.  You have taken a very broad look and considered an amazing number of factors.... THANKS!
we need to put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture and not label schools with the letter grade.  We need a system that will quit pointing 
fingers at some and honoring others, each individiual school is unique in its own way..



I am completely against ELL extra points. I have had parents request to change their PHLOTE information because of what is happening in our 
government right now, so I don't even have the minimum number of students to be eligible for the extra points. 
I like putting the pressure on attendance. Parents and students are not taking being at school to learn serious, which puts a class behind when 20% of 
the students have no clue based on what was taught when they were absent. There are too many Parent Authorization for absenteeism. This law needs 
A-F school accountability is often a reflection of socioeconomic status of the student body.  I'm not sure of its benefits.  Data that could be used to 
inform in immediacy would be more relevant.  I don't think there is a practical or beneficial quality to labeling schools.

I am a native to the great State of Arizona and a licensed administrator, practicing locally for over 20 years. During my time as a practitioner, I have 
observed countless acts of gross misconduct by both ADE and SBOE as well as inadequate decision-making practices by both administrations that have 
caused educational disadvantages and disparities. Rating a school or LEA for their 2016-17 SY academic performance on an unknown, unproven, 
anecdotal metrics that lacks anything empirical is outrageous and yet, unfortunately familiar.  

If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.

Putting an A-F "value" on a school does not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that 
allows an analysis of student outcomes that can be compared by every district and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and 
weaknesses for each school.  An A-F system is not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% 
proficiency.  

no



If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.    

Is it possible to award schools with a bonus point, who have been identified as A+ School of Excellence?
Thank you SO much for broadening the scope of the measures by which a school is graded.  Especially the college and career ready component
Please consider the high school EOC participation as BONUS points for elementary and not as part of the 100 points possible. 
Your job is challenging. I truly am grateful for all your hard work.  I'd encourage you to ask the legislature or the governor to "back off" their requirement 
for A-F letter grade this year.  Some ESSA regulations are on hold at the federal level; state plans are in limbo.  What's the rush on defining A-F for 
Arizona schools?    My other big question is why these tests matter so much to schools (getting a letter grade), districts (getting a letter grade), teachers 
(whose evaluations include percentages of students proficiency), while the only one to whom "it doesn't matter" is the student.  You may recall we 
experienced a tremendous improvement in AIMS scores (at least in our district) at the high school level when those became "high stakes" -- right now 

No meaningful consideration has been paid to the impact of schools with high concentrations of  students with low SES status, and yet, SES status is the 
single most powerful and consistent predictor of student success. Consequently, schools situation is the right zip codes will fair well within any school 
labeling system. Poor schools, with fewer resources and greater student challenges will suffer. The Basis School is successful owning to their students' 
SES and levels of parental education and support. The proposed state grading system will only serve to further demoralize our hard working teachers. 
That's not right. School privatization and inadequate public school funding in Arizona is killing public education. I do not think this is an accident. And 
that's Un-American. Very Sad. 

No.
I hope we get a chance to comment again after a draft of the plan has been prepared and after the impact data has been released.
I am not in favor of growth models. They do not communicate effectively with the public who do not understand such educational models.   I also 
believe there should be promotion rates for 1st-8th grade schools like there is a grad. rate for high schools.  Kindergarten should be exempt from 
promotion rates. Schools should be sure the student is ready for 1st grade then the school should help the student keep on grade level. 
I really believe that we need to base our A-F grade on the type of school.  Review demographics, SPED and ELL data to determine the outcomes. 
Just to restate that a single test is NOT the best way to see student growth.  Continuous testing throughout the school year is a far better and more 
School choice should not mean that schools choose their students. Measures need to be in place to ensure minority, low income, and disabled students 
are getting equal opportunity. This should be part of the school's grade.



no
have a good day..

Let's drop the teacher evaluation, stop spending money on consultants that aren't necessary, start spending money on upgrading classroom furniture, 
books, supplies, and better cafeteria food, and bring in positive incentives for the students. School needs to be welcoming and kids need to be wanting 
to come to school and be willing to learn. We need to look for ways to increase our enrollment numbers and ways to maintain or keep increasing 
throughout the school year. Aside from keeping students, there needs to be a way to keep teachers. My child's school district in particular has not given 
their teachers a raise in 5+ years, HQ teachers especially. I think money needs to stop being spent on consulting these HQ teachers and should go 
towards rewarding them for all the time and effort they've put into their education to be a HQ teacher, especially if they continue to renew their 
contract year after year despite how the school district is operating.

There are so many moving parts.....It would be awesome if you all would consider that we would be issued a draft school report card for this year, but 
not have it count against schools so we could have a chance to adjust. Identifying the performance criteria (specifically the acceleration measures at K-8 
and CCR rubric items at 9-12) at the end of a year is like giving the students the grading rubric for an essay after it was submitted. Morale is 
low....allowing us to work within this new framework would be a powerful demonstration of support for AZ schools. 

SPED and ELL must be separated out in order to match apples to apples for comparison. A SES component (e.g., free and reduced lunch percentage) 
Please consider ensuring the assessment is Valid and Reliable before continuing. Let's get this right the first time.
AZELLA Training for administering the test is too time consuming for anyone.  With minimal funding too much emphasis is placed on testing ELL students 
Some of the burden of academic success must fall on parents and schools can not be responsible to teach students who are excessively tardy or absent.
If you give a GRADE to a school make very sure that you compare Autistic Students to Autistic Students  MD students to MD students and so on  Do not 
mix apples and oranges  Use a very well thought out growth model 
Do not label schools with grades. 
Grading a school on results of 1 test is not appropriate to use to determine the quality of the education a child is receiving.  Many people don't test well 
and are highly educated and make a difference in the world.
Please read thoroughly through my answer to question #17 regarding students with IEPs and the message we are sending about growth-based mindsets.
no
Thank you for your time and efforts to drastically improve the education system in Arizona.



Emphasis should be in growth, not  proficiency. Some students might not ever reach proficiency due to a variety of variables yet they do make amazing 
growth for where they are academically. Students with IEP's should not have to sit for these tests when not appropriate for the individual and the fact 
that their scores influence the schools 'grade' is wrong. Private schools and charter schools do not want to enroll these students because of this. 
Behavioral students are rejected by these schools and public school is the only option who then often looks like a failure without understanding the 
unique dynamics of the individual school. Then basing teacher pay on student  performance is wrong and not supporting teachers to work in failing 
schools. Failing schools are often in economically challenged communities with little parent support and the teachers are punished for working there.

No
There needs to be even more of a balance with the scoring system.  What about factoring in such things as Free and Reduced Lunch rates?  What about 
factoring in support services such as counseling services that are being used.  If you can't meet the emotional needs you are not going to be able to 
meet the academic needs.  We need more support financially from the state level.  Rural schools face the greatest challenges!!
No
Please consider another evaluation system. 
ELA standards can only be adequately measured using standard content in history, geography, and science. 
None
No
Again-I think the crucial missing piece is socioeconomic status.  Perhaps the grading system could take into account the percentage of students on 
No
Considering that passed AzMerit tests bare little resemblance to new test, passed info is not reliable for determining anything.
The state science standards for high school are pathetic, unacceptable, embarrassing.  
As I stated earlier, my biggest concern is that we are shorting our kids by ignoring science education. Arizona is an innovation and tech hub, yet we are 
not preparing our very own kids to participate in this. Nonsensical. 
Betsy DeVoss will save us from all of this
I feel strongly that a flawed test should not be used at all to label schools!
N/A
As Arizona schools strive  to serve  the highest numbers of poverty-level children in the nation, individual student growth should be valued as an 
extremely important indicator to consider when measuring a school's performance.  
Provide teachers with the salaries their education deserves. Provide funding so teachers do not have to spend their limited earnings on classroom 



I believe schools are not failing because of teachers but, because most administrators lack the experience and knowledge of interpersonal social skills to 
guide their staff in a positive way for improvement based on their schools population. Ever student is different, not a piece of wood to be carved to look 
or be a certain way. I believe principals and vice principals school should have a couple of years under their belt as a counselor, not teacher's who has 
completed a graduate level program to earn that certification. Counselors know every part of a school along with most of the students. One who knows 
how to get things done in a positive way while keeping moral high. This I believe would help improve the learning experience of all students in all areas 
of education which would impact all of the high stakes testing students must do to show students are improving.

No.
The school grades should be postponed until funding is secured. 
Personally - I prefer the NWEA over AZMerit - I thought it was a good way to measure nationally the progress kids are making.  And it was already 

Please reconsider this framework and include more than just measures that are related to test scores and the SES of individual students. I find the entire 
idea behind grading schools to be poor policy and based on no evidence in the field of education. If you must continue grading schools, than at least use 
measures of classes and programs that do have evidence behind them Otherwise, our schools will be nothing more than test score factories and the 
achievement gap will never change. Thank you .

Not at this time.

There are inherent flaws in assigning letter grades.  I do not agree with these labels. We need to approach assessment with a more meaningful and 
holistic lens. Incorporating access to meaningful programs, not simply "Core academic" programs.   

We need to reduce the amount of testing and test prep.  It's hurting our students and stressing out our teachers with no benefit.  We need more 

"College and Career Readiness " indicators are way too complicated. Schools are underfunded and need to go back to vocational training as an 
alternative.Until then, this state will continue to under-perform the rest of the country. Not every student should be expected to be "university ready".

no
Quit wasting millions of dollars on a state standardized test.  There are plenty of standardized tests available that are more reliable and more accessible 
I would not have known about this survey, save a friend letting me know about it. Perhaps a better communication to public tool is needed?

Test scores can be predicted by ZIP code. Education is not a consumer product. The educational-industrial complex is destroying actual education. 
Schools are part of a community, the whole of which determines success or failure. It depends on individual motivated students cared for by supportive 
parents and taught by competent professionals. All three must do their part. All the rest of this is nonsense and lots of money for testing companies.



Where is the social studies?  I want to see geography, history, civics and economics emphasized as much as math, language arts and science.  All of 
these areas of study are interconnected and some general knowledge of all is equally important to a well-rounded citizen who would like to make 
rational decisions about their life.  Teachers know this and would appreciate a little encouragement and support to include them in the curriculum.      
Best thing I saw in here - more than one way to measure a student, teacher or school's success.  A single "high stakes" test is a completely insane 
measuring device.

Points don't work, nor does putting a grade on the side of a school.
Teach to the Standards in each school to the best of their ability and the test should test those State standards all schools.  All the other manutia that is 
clouding the water needs to be eliminated.  Again "Test on the required Standards" and get rid of all the hyp and feel good baloney that is making this 
Too complex for parents and stakeholders.  Let's simplify our expectations.  
I am concerned about our SEI model.  Here's a statement:  AZ SEI programs segregate students and deny services where students need support.  Here's 
a stat:  Arizona has an 18% success rate with SEI student graduation.
None at this time.
Please consider using the float weight to recognize differences between growth and proficiency!!! Please do not grade schools based on zip codes and 
Please make this fair for ALL districts in the state of AZ.  Not just those with enough staff to be on the committees.
No.

I appreciate the opportunity for feedback and that there is an effort to include success factors that go beyond the benchmark tests.  I do feel that there 
was an overemphasis on English learners, at the expense of the general population.  I'd like to see the percentage weighting allocated to this group 
reduced to 5%.  Please consider closely the growth models so that schools who tend to have a higher performing base are not penalized because it's 
more challenging to grow when you start at a higher level as compared to those starting at a lower level.  

ESSA regulations have been rolled back wit the recommendation that state's not move forward on plans until they have done a thorough job of 
researching  accountability system options and opportunities, AZ needs to do just that and not jump to approving a flawed system.



The grades this year should be in draft form only.  No one including the committee has yet to see what the grades are really measuring minus one test 
score.  The one test score measure we all know is not a reflection of how a child is doing.  This is NOT what education is about.  ACCOUNTABILITY is 
absolutely necessary and has the potential to make schools better.  This model is very much a reflection of the previous A-F model, same ratio of 
measurement.  Add in a few points but still 2 of the 3 areas are based on the single test of AzMerit.  

PAY TEACHERS MORE!!!!!!!!
PAY THE TEACHERS!
No
Rating systems should be done at the local level as determined by locally elected officials.

Please consider climate and culture of learning environment- students and schools are more than academic- we are here to teach academic, social and 
emotional expectations and one students extreme emotional growth may not be reflected on an exam 

sent in separate email
Thank you for your hard work and efforts to find the best solution for our schools and, ultimately, for our students.
There must be accountability and commonsense in our schools. The future generations depend upon viable changes to correct our dysfunctional 
system, and it starts with the Instructors and getting the Parents involved with their children. People need to be held accountable for doing their job, 
plain and simple. Where is all the money going? evidently to the wrong places/people.

Education in Arizona needs an overhaul and some positive marketing.  Creating these complicated labels that favor more affluent schools is not going to 
accomplish any of that... time or a complete overhaul and to get rid of AZ Merit, a test that requires students to complete tasks that they are not 
socially/emotionally/academically ready for...

Please don't punish schools because of their high Special Education populations, ELL students, and low socio-economics. Our kids and our schools 
no
This "accountability" system is rigged to make the toughest schools(Title 1 & 80%+ free lunch) look worse and worse and the charter schools to look 
more effective. when in fact the schools that take EVERY child should not be compared to or evaluated on the same system as those that pick and 
choose who attends and who gets dropped RIGHT BEFORE STATE TESTING, EVERY SINGLE YEAR!!!!!  Hope you actually take time to think about this but 
unfortunately I am confident you will not because money talks and Charters are big business and money makers!
We must maintain a fluid dynamic in regards to rating schools. Student effort/motivation ultimately makes just as much of a difference as the efforts of 
Teachers have an enormously difficult job....please stop creating systems that continue to provide a "carrot and stick" and simplistic rating system to an 
enormously  complex task...This approach will continue to discourage talented young people from entering this profession.
There are numerous factors to consider when determining a 'label' for a school.  Because Arizona is determined to 'label' schools, ALL factors should be 
Please don't punish schools that cater to the lower end of the socioeconomic rung by basing the majority of the letter grade on a test that students 



Please reduce the emphasis on test scores. Bonus points should be awarded for a wider variety of factors, such as extra curricular activities or volunteer 
work. There is too much emphasis on ELA and math, which there are so many other factors that will facilitate a student's future success in the adult 
world. 

I realize that there is a group of superintendents that want more focus on performance in higher performing district but that is not fair for rural and low 
performing schools that do not receive the community resources. Impact aid does not count for schools that get no other donations that high 
performing school receive or tax funding. We need to increase focus on growth model to provide ELL, sped, minorities, rural communities, native 
communities to provide equal educational opportunities. I think we can accomplish both goals but high performing schools should not receive bonuses 
that other schools cannot reach. In addition, the higher preforming schools already get first choice on teachers graduating from state universities in 
Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson by offering programs during their school. We need to provide equal opportunities to minority and rural communities that 
struggle. Bonus points should be reachable for all districts such as providing community outreach activities.  Currently, rural communities that provide 
enrichment should get bonus points as urban communities are already given that opportunity for students. Bonus points for community and parent 
outreach would be fair for all schools. Bonus points should include all districts; not just the high performing districts that are already provided more 
funding by their community and many partnerships. I realize this is political but we need to think about the future of all students; not just a letter grade 
score. It is a moral purpose to serve all kids; not just think about the current high performing students. They already have the advantage and will have all 
the future opportunities of college and future jobs. We need to increase opportunities of low performing students, ensure schools provide curriculum 
materials for all kids, rural schools, struggling students that do not have effective teachers, community outreach to provide education classes.

I would like to thank the board of education for providing community hearings to discuss the elements of A-F accountability and I thank the ad-hoc 
committee for their numerous hours in developing the draft of the A-F Accountability Measures.

Arizona children deserve better than a letter grade system.  I do understand your task and would hope we would ask the state legislature for additional 
time to produce a quality way to measure our schools.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. As a member of the citizenry I encourage you to do the right thing. 
No.
NON CERTIFIED teachers should NOT be teaching in students!!! Parents should be notified that NON CERTIFIED teachers are teaching their children!!  
Attendance should only be counted in the scoring IF parents are held accountable. 
Schools with very small percentages in certain populations should not be penalized, for example, schools with less than 2% ELL should not lose up to 



It seems like we haven't really decided what schools are supposed to look like or do.  If we had a standard, we could measure schools against the 
standard rather than against each other, or students against each other.  In that kind of system, there is competition between schools because it is a 
ranking system rather than a system where all have the opportunity to succeed.  I know my particular school will never be at the level of a school with 
more money and students who are dedicated to receiving an education, but it would be nice if we could compare ourselves to a set standard rather 
than another school.  That way, the standard doesn't keep changing.
No
Most parents think that an "A" school very high academic outcomes. When you are not measuring actual growth per student and continue to compare 
to other students, you will continue to present and use flawed data.
None
Please share your plan on how K-3 schools will be awarded growth model points since they have no 2nd grade data from which to show growth. Also, 
please share how the data will reflect school-wide Title I data (not just district-wide). Thank you!
Quite simply: Schools and the communities they serve are all very different. Unless there is a system that can measure the success of each school based 
on the specifics of that school, you will never have an even playing field. This would also be something specially the public could truly understand. Each 
school must have a report card based on the success and/or failures of that particular learning community. Simple concept that seems to be far to 

School need to go back to testing ESS students at the level they are working at, not at the grade level they are classified in due to age.  A sixth grade 
student working at the second grade in math, should be tested at 2nd grade math to show growth.  To test ESS students at the age appropriate level, 
sets them up for never being able to be "good" enough or successful.

not at this time. 

Make students take the state tests as a requirement of enrollment.  That will force a 100% participation.  You don't take the test, you can't enter classes 
until it is done.  Quit penalizing teachers and schools for lack of attendance of tests that students have little or no buy-in.  Make taking the test a 
requirement in high school at the begining of the school year to ensure over 95% participation. The current practice holds teachers accountable for 
something that they have not authority over.

I cannot stress enough the importance of physical and health education. So many of today's students do not get any physical activity unless it is at 
school. 

Account for poverty levels. Students in poverty do not have basic essentials therefore need much more just to be able to learn the basics. School with 
higher poverty levels should be provided with much more assistance. Equity is key. Differentiate for schools with different students who have dire needs. 



I'd like to see the considerations of English Language Learners reflected on the Grades.
Any system that evaluates schools that does NOT include socio-economic data / budget is inaccurate and unfair to schools in poverty-stricken 
I hope the states considers the fact that many schools' budgets are getting cut and schools are doing what they can with what they have. The state 
keeps cutting education funds, yet their expectations and how the school is graded does not change. These cuts needed to be considered when grading 
I don't believe that schools working with difficult student populations should be penalized. These schools should receive extra funding for programs and 
materials that will improve student academics. Many of these schools are in economically disadvantaged areas, and schools working with these 
populations should be encouraged to provide the extra community support that helps students and families to be successful.
no
I would like to see us get rid of AzMerit completely at the high school level (expensive, time-consuming, difficult to administer, waste of natural 
resources) and replace it with ACT (administered in one sitting, nationally recognized and vetted, could easily show growth year to year, easier to target 
interventions for students not up to standard, and far less disruptive!)  After a "pilot" year, there would be easily comparable data on how a school is 
NO

I would like to restate that with the inconsistency we are having with the state assessment (Azmerit) having any type of labeling system at this time 
would be detrimental to the schools, students, and communities surrounding the schools.  Home buyers depend heavily on the performance of schools 
and it we use the system proposed, there will be schools with C and D labels that have been A and B schools for years.

No
College Readiness assumes that all students go to college which is an unfair bias, respect should be given to vocations as well. 
Need to consider the challenges public schools face and the unfunded mandates such as ELL classes with no additional classroom teacher support.  The 
limited title funds we have barely give us enough resources for an ELL coordinator for the district and a couple of aides. We need to have FTE allocated 
for our ELL classes and more funding for SPED as these numbers are drastically increasing year to year.
The test is useless without making students accountable for scores. THe scores should be linked to graduation.
not at this time

Please help Arizona's Traditional Public Schools  Stop the political shenanigans of trying to destroy public education.  The labelling system must address 
the diverse needs of those schools with high numbers of disadvantage youth.  

Educators are leaving the profession in droves and there aren't enough educators in the pipeline to sufficiently staff schools. Letter grades need to be 
given responsibly, being cognizant of all the ramifications for schools and school staff. If schools/teachers/support staff lose money, why would people 
stay in education?



This is too important to rush through.  The plan is clearly NOT ready for implementation.

school accountability for ELL's and Special needs is vital

Bottom line is the whole system needs to change.  Adopt a system that has a proven history and stay with it so we can have valid data to verify we are 
improving.  As a tax payer I'm tired of being asked to give more and getting nothing back.

Get rid of the A-F labeling system.  You just enable schools to come up with creative ways to meet worthless metrics that in the long run do nothing for 
the kids. 

Before a school is graded, they should receive a rubric one year in advance so the requirements are transparent.  Superintendent Douglas encourages 
transparency.

Don't set school grades so that all categories MUST be filled.  A good grading system would be set up where every school could, theoretically, be an A 
school.  For example, don't grade (and therefore categorize) based on percentile rank.

When grading schools, make sure that it is done on a fair playing field. Charter and private schools "select" who attends their schools so how is it fair to 
measure their success against public schools which believe in ALL students ALL the time. It's time to make things fair in our education system. 

no

This is what needs to go. New standards are great, but the overemphasis on testing accountability is killing schools.  How much is being spent on AZ 
Merit in both money and time?  Why arent we just giving the ACT or SAT like so many other states?



If you want to tie student achievement labels to teachers and schools, then the first step is properly staffing the schools and fully funding the 
maintenance and operations budget. You are asking degreed professionals to effect change in young lives with extenuating circumstances at times, all 
with one hand tied behind their back  (i.e. large class sizes, lead poisoned water, crumbling buildings, no curriculum materials, etc.). The labels will not 
address the other problems that plague our schools and prevent our children from having the absolute best learning environment with the best 
instructors.

Thanks for the work of the committee.  It is a lot of work!

Please spell check this survey.

None other than there is urgency to get the Letter Grades resolved for not only K-8 and 9-12 but for Alternative Schools so that educators and other 
stakeholders know what the expectations are and how we are being measured.

Please include your 'bonus' policy proposal as part of the actual K-8 and 9-12 Models: "The State Board of Education is considering a policy of awarding 
bonus points to schools related to performance on academic areas other than English language arts, math and science, such as ... the arts, and social 
studies."

There is an enormous amount of effort and wealth being devoted to something that has no effect on student learning. It reflects it doesn't improve.

The "multiple measures" as indicated in the background information is problematic.  This formula only uses one academic measure to inform between 
60% and 80% of the School's grade.  Multiple measures should include several different tests to measure a school's growth and proficiency.  Most 
schools have a benchmarking test program such as Galileo/ATI or NWEA that can provide information to the state on achievement and growth by each 
specific school.   Multiple measures should provide additional support for growth and achievement on a school level.  The other measures used in the 
formula, attendance, grad rates, acceleration/readiness measures and CCR, are not academically based and therefore, don't count as a "multiple 
measure" in my opinion.



The attendance indicator needs to be reconsidered.  This is not something a school can control, although we can make every effort to try to get kids to 
school.  What about low average students that do not qualify for special education but yet struggle to show growth?  These students require hours of 
intervention and often still make very minimal growth.  What about the school environment?  Discipline referrals?  Surveys, etc?  Extra activities 
offered?  How do those count in ranking a school?

I watch teachers and staff members walk back and forth each day with frustration over the numerous administrative duties, as well as too many other 
unnecessary expectations irrelevant to teaching.  Or if relevant, not enough time to fit everything in without taking away from something.  Take for 
example this:  our school will not be having a kindergarten graduation because they are virtually unable to meet what they are trying to follow.  I am 
aware many schools pull off successful kinder graduations; however, it is apparent these teachers feel it is too much in addition to meeting all of their 
other expectations.  My daughter has her BS in Elementary Education and will most likely not be using it to teach.  She did not pass one of the subject 
matter tests and I will say that she would have made a spectacular teacher.  Classroom management is also an issue for her. Teachers are expected to 
take more than necessary as school has become as business.  Almost like a sales job.  We cannot lose our clientele so we must put up with a lot.  

I don't mean to be negative, but the lack of transparency, ability to recreate the calculations by the school districts, and encouraging schools to get 
bonus points for special education students identified and military enrollment, among other indicators that are driven by zip code are big concerns.  We 
are punishing schools and students for having different needs and not having access to services and goods available in larger metropolitan areas.  Thank 
you for asking, Jacque Price

Multiple measures include community satisfaction should be looked at for labeling.
This is an incredibly difficult task considering the need for objective metrics. I appreciate your willingness to tackle the tough issues.
Schools need to be monitored entirely more closely by the state on many levels, especially low scoring schools. 
What ever formula is used should apply to superintendents and principals only and not used for any other evaluations. 
Please reference the Advanc-Ed framework for evaluating schools and school systems for accreditation.
No

No system will be perfect. We need this system set and working prior to the end of the school year so that we can make some decisions on what to do 
with our students. Whatever is decided needs to happen quickly so we know what to work with. Don't leave us out to dry again this year with nothing 
decided on. With what the state of Arizona pays its teachers vs what you are putting us all through it is incredibly unfair for this committee, ADE and the 
state of Arizona to place such high regard on a system to weed out the cans from the cannots just so people can judge the schools. There are way more 
factors that what you are listing on these systems, the #1 factor being that Arizona had defunded education year after year. 



My main concern is that schools are graded apples-to-apples. A school with an ELL population over 50% should not be compared to a school with an ELL 
population of 0% or even 10%.   It's unrealistic to think there is a way to do that. Even with multipliers for ELL students.   I am also concerned that we 
are being thrown into this without a probationary time. Shouldn't we have done this and given schools an unofficial score so that we could see what 
changes needed to be made - at either the state or school level? 

This process is yet another example of the lack of leadership at the legislative level. If they want to give our schools a letter grade based on flawed 
assessments, then please just make a visit  to our school and grade us on a visit. 

If Arizona really wants to improve their schools they will get rid of a shame or fame system and put in a user friendly system that allows a true picture of 
a school, the progress the school is making and let's the eye of the beholder figure out the value of the school.  Putting an A-F "value" on a school does 
not improve schools.  It simply "labels" a school and many times, if not every time, unjustly.  Put in a system that allows an analysis of student outcomes 
that can be compared by every district through a dashboard system and the let the data be disaggregated out to demonstrate strengths and weaknesses 
for each school.  Schools will improve when they can analyze data holistically comparative to schools that are serving similar students. An A-F system is 
not a motivator for schools that can never achieve an "A" because the only way to do so is to achieve 50% proficiency.  The data will tell us that for 
some schools that is not ever going to be possible just like some people will never be able to dunk a basketball.  We are all subjected to various 
tendencies in life and should be valued for what we do well not setting a bar and only those that clear that bar are recognized, especially in a complex 
system like school systems.

I believe there will be unintended consequences of implementing the accountability system prior to vetting the system. 
no
no
Listen to educator feedback please.  Thank you.
This model is ridiculous and will be an atrocity if it is even considered.  Do you even visit schools?  This model tells me you are clueless.  Please wake up. 
If possible, I believe that if letter grades must be assigned after the Spring 2017 testing, I think it would be a sign a good faith to the education 
community to not use the letter grades against schools until after the Spring 2018 test. Schools would have a chance to see "where they are at" and 
Growth should be more than 40% and proficiency should be less than 40 %.
The Florida model is terrible for measuring growth and is highly correlated to the percentage of students attending  and receiving free and reduced 
There is no way to accurately label a school our size, there should not be a label.
N/A
I strongly sense low morale among my colleagues, and high state and national teacher shortages. I, myself, will take an early retirement soon. 
No thank you.
Please take into consideration the SES of our communities and the resources available to us. Rural Arizona communities do not have the same resources 
available to us that Phoenix and Tucson have. Our schools are doing the best we can with what we have but frequently do not make the growth needed.



I urge you to seriously consider how we want our state's reporting to be seen by others. What will the economic impact be?  There needs to be 
consideration for students from poverty and English language learners. Proficiency is not an accurate measure of how our students are learning and 
growing.      Funding is so poor. Public education is not respected by our lawmakers.  The committee needs to be mindful of the implications of any 
grading system. 

Please stop blaming teachers for low scores. I'm a good teacher and do my job plus more.    Parents and students today are very different and we need 
We as teachers or schools should not be graded on what kids can do on just one test only.  It should be a multitude of work and assessments they have 
It is IMPORTANT that growth measurement be fair.  ELL and special ed. Students especially need to show growth for themselves. Schools should be held 
accountable for student individual growth year to year but NOT in comparison with all student growth in state or we are going backwards again to the 
Growth is the name of the game. I believe this should be the true indicator of a successful school
Why are you wasting my time asking for my opinion, money talks and the state of Arizona does not support education for all, only white and educated.  
I would suggest that Arizona has the integrity to wait another year before devising another evuation system . ( for the record I work in a school with a 
again, I hope consideration of postponing labeling schools for this year is given serious thought.
I just want to make sure that the smaller schools as well as the title I schools have enough in the accountability framework that helps them highlight 
successes.  So having a weighted Partially Proficient would be great, but punishing them for attendance would be unfair.  

Get rid of multiple, high-stakes, standardized tests. Reward and provide realistic options for kids who are not and don't want to be college-bound. Don't 
let ELLs who need more than four years to graduate high school pull down a school's/cohort's graduation rate. Don't expect pre-emergent/emergent 
ELLs to test proficient after one year in an AZ high school. Consider language acquisition as a long-term process. Re-think the current four-hour English 
model for ELLs. It segregates and isolates ELLs from the mainstream population, it allows little or no time to process language in lower-stress settings 
(PE, art, music), and allows little time for ELLs to complete other academic requirements.

Maybe give an example of what we are being compared to.  

Truly examine the AIMS Science.  If this is going to be included in a school's score, then it needs to be evaluated for effectiveness and has to have a 
baring on student graduation.  Until we make AIMS Science a requirement that holds weight on their future, students will not take it seriously.  School's 
need to adjust schedules and AIMS Science should not be given until closer to the end of the school year to reflect full curriculum level knowledge.  OR 
make it a Junior level requirement to pass.



The K-8 model is far too dependent on AzMERIT.

The A-F grading system was a federal requirement which went away when ESSA was adopted. There is no reason for Arizona to continue to do it, other 
than the desire to label (punish) public schools.    With that said, it is impossible to grade schools using 1 or 2 measurements (AZMerit) like the state 
wants to do. Without thoughtful evaluation such as that provided by A+ or AdvancED, a one-dimensional grade cannot be a true measure of what is 
going on in a school. Other things need to be taken into account (you already know what they are):   •	Parent involvement  •	SES of surrounding 
neighborhood  •	Free and reduced lunch percentage  •	Intervention and remediation programs  •	Number of special needs/special ed students  •	Teacher 
training  •	Curriculum  Etc., etc.    There also should be some way to account for schools that begin low and make improvements, which I don’t believe is 
a component being discussed right now in the grading system.  All in all, such a system does not help schools to do a better job teaching or students to 
do a better job learning. Resources being used for this grading system would be better used elsewhere, where they can actually make a difference.   

Grades are a convenient way to compare one's self to the other school, but the entire picture can not be painted by the awarding of one letter grade. 

Please emphasize growth rather than proficiency.   School that are taking cream of the pie gets recognized unfairly. They keep attracting students that 
are high achievers, they don't have to show as much growth in order to stay in business. This system will fail schools with high poverty even if they have 
high growth. The high quality schools should be able to growth every child regardless of their initial baseline.   I hope you can hear me

I think a floating weight should be reconsidered
We need a raise!!!!!
Thank you for asking.
no
The survey does not provide information about how points are awarded in the Student Growth Percentile model.
Communities do not really care about letter grades.  They care about the quality of a teacher at the school.  Focus our time on improving teachers and 
no
Given low proficiency levels on the new test, a school with less than 50% proficiency and growth should be able to earn an A.  I don't like grading schools 
on just one test.  I thought the new system would get away from that but it appears to be very much like the old system. More emphasis should be 
-
It is my belief that rural schools are really underfunded and that technology puts urban schools at an advantage before the decisions are made.   Thank 
Why are we doing A-F when school report cards are becoming increasingly standard based.  Perhaps this should follow suit.
no
Do not just change for the sake of change...research what really works...pay AZ teachers fairly...we work hard and we are at the bottom of the nation
No
College and Career Readiness should be a higher percentage than currently proposed.
I appreciate your seeking out information and input from school personnel. 



I believe in any accurate measurement of a school, the schools growth and proficiency should be compared to other school's with the same 
demographics. I know this cannot be done in the amount of time we have left. But if we want to be reliable then we should ask the SBE to go to the 
legislature and ask for another year to prepare, like ESSA allows. 

I appreciate the ability to provide feedback on this very important topic.  One test never measures the success of a single child...adding the multiple 
measures will certainly support the holistic education of each child in Arizona.

You are going in the wrong direction with this graded system for schools. Arizona will end up without anyone to hire for their schools. Who would want 
to teach in such a high pressure system?

socio-econimic status of community should play a role

I strongly disagree with a system of Accountability that reduces an entire school, with all its inherent intricacies, to a single letter or phrase. Especially 
concerning is the predictability of a system that is based almost entirely on the results of a single exam. The SBE stated as its first objective to develop a 
model based on multiple measures. Currently there are basically two, AZMERIT and AZELLA. 

Three grade scale Excelling Proficient and failing  
Stop wasting time reinventing the same thing and calling it something different! Its just much easier on your constitution, and those of the students!
no
school achievement is too complicated to devise a political approach for effective measurement

Until Arizona does something to improve support services for our most vulnerable, reduce poverty as a whole, and invests significantly more in 
education with true equity for the long term, the A-F accountability system simply sets up a system which fails the students who benefit the most from 
public education and continues to drive teachers out of the profession.

You're rearranging the chairs on the deck of the Titanic.  Comprehensive reform means looking at the systems that hinder academic achievement for all 
students.  Systemic poverty and segregation are not being addressed with labels.

I believe the state is wasting time and money in working on this issue.
The playing field is not level.  Everyone knows this but the state.  Stop looking at this and provide adequate funding.



The humanities are a creative wellspring for individual and social innovation. They cannot--and should never be--reduced to rote, bubbled-in recitation 
of dry facts. What standardized testing in music and the arts yields is mere quantification of students' ability to memorize. The tests tell us nothing 
about how students will apply artistic skill and expression to their real lives and careers. Further--they tell us nothing about the instructional quality of 
their teachers.

I do not know if this is a common problem in other districts but Marana School District is letting the gifted and high kids in their rural schools down. 
When the kids reach middle school they end up surprised at how far behind they are compared to gifted students from more suburban schools.

I felt the survey asked "loaded" questions. I know asking open ended questions on each indicator would have been difficult, but more accurate. I also 
felt the examples of the growth scores needed to be more robust, which leads me to believe that the A-F system will not be user friendly unless you are 
a statistical genius, which is not always necessarily the case for parents, students, or school personnel to describe a vision or pathway to an "A."

The entire system is messed up and should not be so heavily weighted on academic performance.  It should take into consideration other elements not 
measured by assessments. Programs, teacher quality, survey results, etc. should be added. 

Please consider multiple measures rather than just a single assessment measure.  Please consider delaying implementation until 2018-19 school year as 

Awarding bonus points to schools for having special ed populations equal to the state average seems odd. Schools with very high sped levels should be 
ranked in their own category. But overall, the rankings should focus on proficiency levels based on international benchmarks. Too much focus on 
growth, and not set targets, can be misleading and detrimental. The rankings should reflect that an "A" school in Arizona is good enough to be an "A" 
school in Massachusetts, Finland, or anywhere.

I would like to see an end to school labels entirely.  It is counterproductive and is a hindrance to schools and teachers collaborating together to ensure 
the success of our students.  This type of labeling only breeds competition for the inadequate funding that is provided to public schools. 

Schools are involved in a lot more than giving out grades.

It is so late in the school year to implement this for 16 - 17....can it be accurate, test scores take so long to get back, you continually create moving 
targets and then expect schools to hit them....finally these HS indicators will be very unfair to alternative schools and will add stress and stigma to 



Please do not build a formula based on a bell curve philosophy.

Perhaps input should have been sought prior to a decision being made and proposed to the state board of education. 

This proposed plan still weights too much emphasis on AzMerit. 

THE WHOLE child needs to be addressed.  Test scores are nothing more than two to three days of school and somehow we value just these testing days.  
We need to be more creative a disruptive in our decisions about accountability. IT IS NOT WORKING! Public schools have ALL children.. not choice. We 
need an opportunity to change the system to address 21st Century skills and be able to find ways for schools to be on track for the development of the 
students agency to life! A test score does not do this.. if we need test scores due to ESSA.. it should be less than 50 % of all metrics.  

Again, ditch the entire idea. It's bad for kids and misleading to parents.

With a growing population of non English speaking parents , students are not growing due to the fact,that assistance with homework from their parents 
is impossible.   How can we as educators assist with this problem?

Our students deserve to be "rated" by how they  perform through a menu of assessments and not by one single measurement.

Please continue to reach out to all stakeholders during this entire process. This includes communicating to all stakeholders in a variety of ways and in 
advance of all opportunities for them to participate.

none

The timeline (outside of the purview of this group, I know) is absolutely ridiculous.  A version should be done as a pilot.

Complete it in a timely manner.

Remind the board and legislators that our schools are not factories for pumping out test scores.  We've lost our creative, innovative bent in schools.  
Kids are bored and they hate school because of tests.

Please do NOT assume this statute is appropriate for children.  It is harmful to communities.  We are opposed to the technical invalidity of this poorly 
designed model.



Thank you for having the foresight to make these decisions before tackling the alternative school methodology.

This system is more likely correlated to poverty/income of the student population than the performance of the school. The same schools that have 
always received A's will continue to receive A's and the overall performance of schools in Arizona will be inflated. The last letter grades saw a majority of 
schools at an "A" or a "B." Schools that have money/access to offer AP courses, CTE courses, etc. will have a bigger opportunity to receive the college 
and career points while schools that lack funding are stuck to the same test being measured 7 different ways. Not to mention, there are more "blue" or 
college options than "red" options. the internship option is a great way to take advantage of our students for free labor and reward the school for that 
labor. Why wouldn't we then reward schools/students for doing paid work? Not all students have the luxury of designating 120 hours to internships. 
Actual paid work experience would be just as valuable to a student trying to become career ready. These indicators don't make sense and are obviously 
skewed to a certain population of students that are typically already the high performing in the schools with the most opportunities and access to 
resources.
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