
FEBRUARY 28, 2017, WILLCOX PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Are there any rural stakeholders involved in the process? The A-F Accountability system puts rural schools at a disadvantage because 
there are: 1) Technology issues due to funding for rural schools, 2) Support 
personnel such as guidance counselors are not funded properly, 3) Students 
such as ELLs are required to take the AzMERIT and count in the 
proficiency/growth calculations, 4) D or F ratings are harmful for rural schools 
and the retention and recruitment of teachers/administrators, 5) SAT/ACT cost 
money and rural school districts cannot afford to give students these tests, 6) 
This is not a true reflection of what is happening in the rural schools, and 7) 
The nature of this process promotes competition 

There was a question regarding how schools with low-SES scores and/or high 
ELL populations will fare with the proposed models. 

I support the college and career readiness indicators because the Board is 
showing that it values both college readiness and career readiness.  “What 
gets measured is what happens.” 

How will FAFSA information be collected in a way that maintains student 
privacy? 

Academic achievement is too closely linked to the statewide assessments, at 
90%.  The acceleration measures are not enough.   

Is SAT/ACT data collected at ADE? Concern that the ad hoc has not seen modeling of these plans, especially the 
Florida model. 

SAT/ACT/ASVAB are not aligned to Arizona standards.  How will they be 
measured? 

Scaled scores are not comparable from one grade to the next to measure 
growth.   

Federal law doesn’t require letter grades – why do we? We are not ready.  Need to go to the legislature and have them extend the 
deadline for implementation of accountability.   

 Having self-reported items in the parking lot shows distrust to administrators.   

 This is an unfair comparison and there is too much testing.   

 

  



MARCH 1, 2017, NOGALES PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

How do we guarantee accuracy in self-reported calculations?  When looking at graduation rates, should disaggregate based on ethnicity, 
poverty, etc. 

Please explain the bonus points for special education.   
 

There should be bonus points for graduation rates based on special 
populations 

How do freshman students earn points?   We are too busy at the school level and don’t have the personnel to complete 
the self-reported data spreadsheet 

How will the CCRIs be audited?   It is difficult to measure college and career readiness. 

Regarding the Florida model, do we have enough information to implement 
this?   

I was concerned that college and career readiness would be skewed, but it is 
not.  What gets measured is what we pay attention to.  I am glad that the state 
is focusing on both college AND career readiness. 

What feedback can you provide regarding the letter that ASBA put forward?   We like the different approaches to growth.   

Which school gets the CCR points if the student moves?   We should add a “senior exhibition” requirement to being college and career 
ready.  This includes a research paper, community service, etc. 

How do the scaled scores work?   
 

80%-90% of assessment scores being counted in the K-8 model makes me 
nervous. 

Please explain SGT. The State Board needs to slow down.  

 

  



MARCH 2, 2017 TUCSON PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Why don’t you give bonus points for other special populations? Points should be awarded for growth in subgroups.   

Will you get more points for offering more minutes of P.E. in the K-8 model? Ideas for multiple measures: 1) retention of students, 2) facilities, 3) student-
parent surveys, 4) parent outreach and 5) student-teacher ratio.   

What stops a school from labeling a student as special education just to get 
the bonus points? 

I am please about the inclusion of the arts in grades K-8 but it should also be 
included in grades 9-12.   

Who at the school sites will collect the self-reported data points? The arts should be included in the CCRIs.   

How do points affect the individual student? We need PE in the high school accountability plan.  Please don’t keep PE as 
just extra credit.  

How do schools with high migratory populations fare under the models? PE helps with chronic absenteeism because it incentivizes students to come to 
school.  

Some schools encourage students to leave to increase their graduation rates – 
is there anything we can do to punish these schools?   

Schools should receive bonus point for earning A+, Blue Ribbon or other 
accreditation.  This bonus point offering could potentially carry over for three 
years until renewal of the recognition.   

If all students are highly proficiency and maintain their highly proficient score, 
how many points do they earn in the growth measure? 

I support the CCR rubric because it showcases CTE and makes it important.   

**Can we please post the self-reported data spreadsheet on our website? The K-8 bonus points should include computer science. 

When will self-reported data need to be turned in? Counselors are very important at schools. 

Please explain the impact of zero funding in ADE’s budget. Schools that are accredited or are A+ should receive bonus points.   
 

Can there be a grace period for implementation of the models?   PE helps motivate students to come to school.  PE has an impact on learning 
and should be included. 

How does the modeling impact low-SES schools?  Where/when can we see the 
models?   

Please include health and PE as well as fine arts as part of the bonus points.  PE 
is an important part of ESSA.  In the new ESSA it includes PE as part of the well-
rounded education topics.   

When will K-2 plans be modeled? The correlation between AIMS and AzMERIT scores for high school students is 
not robust.  The correlation diminishes further with SES.  It is a phenomenon 
worth considering and it points to significant flaws in the AzMERIT modality.   

What is the n-size? The models are too heavy on testing, especially for grades K-8.  Multiple 
measures should be included such as accreditation, certification of teachers, 
nationally board certified teachers, retention of students in the school system, 
facilities such as libraries, points for programs that do outreach/remediation, 
student and parent surveys, outreach and extra programs, developmentally 
appropriate material that is grade specific, teacher: student ratio  failing 
schools and transportation and school lunch programs.   

When will this plan be revisited again? There is too much weight on the test scores and not on the whole child.   



Where are the arts in the 9-12 plan?  You could track the percentage of 
students enrolled in a fine arts class. 

Please develop a model that is fair to both public schools and charter schools.  
Do not allow the perceptions of charter schools influence this development 
process.   

How are we addressing accountability for smaller subgroups such as students 
with disabilities? 

The rural schools need to have the same recognitions as the urban 
environments.   

Is the ad hoc committee considering a reduction in n-size for students with 
disabilities to 20 under ESSA? 

Thank you for exploring the growth models and for going out of state to 
explore these models.   

How does SB1317 prepare general education teachers and specialized 
teachers to differentiate instruction using the UDL framework/SWIFT model? 

Please do not rush the issue and take more time.   

What is the correlation between income and school letter grades based on the 
current models?  When will that be released to the public?  What is the 
distribution of A-F schools by poverty band? 

 

To what extent is the Committee satisfied that the model measures the impact 
of the school and not the impact of poverty?   

 

How can the newly approved Seal of Biliteracy be incorporated into the 
accountability system? 

 

How will PE be documented and recognized in the K-8 accountability system?  

Science fairs could be an indicator.    

When the Board researched and came up with this corrected draft, how did 
they decide PE and art got dropped? 

 

Which metrics track low SES and which measures do not?  

Why do fifth graders need high school classes? Yes a few can do it, but is it 
necessary in scoring a school?   

 

 



MARCH 6, 2017 PRESCOTT PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

If a school does not have the “n” count for a number of ELL students, where 
does the 10% go? 

If I have students who are ELL but do not have enough for the “N-count” I want 
them to count on proficiency and growth. 

If the thought was to be “held harmless”, doesn’t that put more weight in a 
school’s proficiency and growth? 

In old models, ELL were bonus points. 

Should a school be awarded bonus points if the school goes above and beyond 
in professional development? 

If I reclassify 19 students on the AZELLA, I do not get the points. 

If the state places a standard on “Presidential Fitness” that is only assessing 
certain physical, Fitness Grams accesses five areas in PE. I think that 
competence should be added in the health areas.  In middle school, PE is an 
elective in middle school, along with music and art.  How do we assess that at 
the middle school level?   

A student who grows on the FL model and is proficient in the proficiency 
measure will be counted twice. 

Are school wellness policies being factored into the A-F grading?  ADE requires 
that schools have wellness programs implemented into their schools.  If they 
require schools to have these policies, then they should be able to have the 
data and put it into the accountability plan. 

I would be happy if the test was 100% proficiency because I would be able to 
discuss the reasoning behind the grade because I know that my students did 
well on the test, however, I cannot explain why we are graded worse than the 
school down the street because they grew more than my school.  The plan is 
too complicated to explain. 

K-8 has smaller opportunity to get acceleration one of them is Math EOC for 5-
8th graders, how do I offer high school algebra to districts that are not unified?  
Do I have to try to work with everyone?  I have more high school choses than 
8th graders.  Aren’t we at the mercy of those high schools to accept those 
credits?  I do not have a transcript because I am K-8.  I would have to have an 
IGA for all the high schools.  The only way a K-8 could get these points, a K-8 
would have to do all this work. 

The teachers are having trouble holding students accountable.  We need to 
hold students accountable, because how can the state hold the school 
accountable if the students are not held accountable. 

 Health and Wellness is not going to cause brain damage.  There has to be some 
sort of requirement to enforce. 

 Good discussion.  Hope we will look at multiple measures of performance 
because multiple measures show school quality.  We have an opportunity, but 
by just looking at percentages we could be potentially sliding back to NCLB.  
Our achievement profile must look at growth as an essential measure.  We 
need to set up a system that all schools have the opportunity to achieve an “A” 
status.  The fact that we are going to measure this year on criteria that we do 
not know is absurd and that there is no pilot prior to rolling it out is bad 
practice.  Thank you to the Ad Hoc for their work. 

 I would like to recommended that the Ad Hoc consider Professional Growth 
hours that teachers take because it helps improve student outcomes and 



growth.  Teachers could have additional professional growth over what is 
required for re-certification. 

 Thank for the Ad Hoc and CTE Task Force.  Rewarding to hear the concern for 
each individual student.  CCRI- applaud committee for the inclusion of career 
readiness at the 9-12 level, we have to look at CCRI for the K-8 level as well.  It 
is critical for the future of students.  Thank you for putting emphasis on career.  
Have to be focused on academics, but must be technically skilled as well.  Get 
started measuring as soon as possible.  I believe the CCRI model be implement 
by the State Board.  The A-F system is really what is best for students to be 
successful in life. How are we aligning ourselves with other states to set our 
students up for success?  Additional measures will need to be developed and 
phased in over time.  As we develop those systems, there are better things we 
need to be looking at.   

 PE needs to be included so we can track and encourage PE in order to get the 
bonus points. 

 



MARCH 7, 2017 KINGMAN PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

How do we measure retention at the K-8 level? Standard scores are not set at the same for each grade level.  It makes it 
difficult to compare.   

When will the accountability system be reevaluated? If we are “held harmless” by not having the number for the n-size, then we are 
weighted heavier on Prof and Growth. 

What happens if we are below the “N-size”? I get many of my students far below grade level, I would be interested to 
seeing more of the weighting on growth, as long as the school can show that 
they are showing a “bang-up” job in growth and we are working towards 
proficiency.   

What metrics are put in place for those students who are proficient or highly 
proficient to earn growth points for their school? 

Students that transfer from one school to another, a portion or the CCRI points 
stay with the original school and the other portion goes to the other school. 

SPED percentages—overly board.  We would qualify for the bonus points, but 
what would those students be doing for us to qualify? 

With the teacher shortage, I am concerned how the amount of long-term subs 
in the classroom will affect the outcome of the school’s grade.  Maybe there 
could be bonus points awarded to help. 

How will the state measure growth in high school when the EOC is vastly 
different from year to year? 

Research shows that growth and achievement is closely mirrored.  Many 
schools in Mohave county are high SES and that is a disadvantage.  The CCRI 
indicators, I cannot do all of these in rural Arizona.  I do not think the school 
should be punished because I cannot offer these programs. I wish there were 
some different measures that schools could provide like growth on Galileo.  All 
of these measures are all from the same test.  If the school uses a program for 
benchmarking, the school should be able to use this for growth.  The letter 
grades given out this year are very important for charter schools because if a 
charter gets a “D” charters are shut down.  We have never been SBE shutdown 
a school for being a “D” school. 

If I have a student who gets a point in the CCRI model and then transfers 
schools, where does that point go? To the school where they earned it or to 
the new school? 

Low SES school- over 90% FRL and no kitchen—The number of assessments 
that we are expected to give seems to increase and yet, we expect all of the 
students to have the same will to do well on all of them.  Having a wife that 
works at a high school, there are no “teeth”, there is zero motivation from 
students and this leads to schools not being able to do well as a whole school.  
We are testing students too much and are losing teaching time.  We lose time 
to practice for the assessment and teach the assessment and standards.  ATI- 
several districts use the program—and it would be a relief if we could use 
another assessment.   

Will the bonus points be added after or before the calculation of the letter 
grade? 

Testing regulations and rules are too much for teachers and students.  I cannot 
ask those students if they went back and checked their work.  I cannot give 
motivation for my students when they are testing.  I cannot have that 
“relationship” with the student when they are testing. 



Float—Tell me more about that Mohave county—we have many school districts, none of which are large.  
Does not have highly affluent districts.  Letter grades should not be issued 
when we are compared to others.  Local support is limited for this county. The 
state leg does not fund school facilities.  Any A-F system must not overly 
emphasize the AzMerit and have teachers and admin spend more time 
analyzing data than teaching.  Significant consideration of Title I and economic 
factors should be part of this.  Consideration for the local district to pass bonds 
and overrides should be considered.  As a JTED Board member, I am favorable 
of the CTE components.  I think those are potentially very positive.   Some 
states the A-F system is being used to shut down schools and push charter 
schools.  Those that shut down are in disadvantaged districts.  I hope this is not 
being used to push segregation in schools.   

I understand that we cannot have a coding system, school per school, does 
ESSA require the same for each school?  Can there be a different system for 
those schools who are high SES?  Not a float system, school by school, but may 
adjust for high SES in certain areas in AZ, especially here. 

I am having issues with SES.  Our districts are high SES.  I am concerned with 
the transient issue.  Last year, our schools had over 50% transient rate.  I do 
not have the same cohorts.  I can quickly narrow down those n-counts. 

 

 

  



MARCH 7, 2017 PHOENIX PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Does the weighting on graduation rate discourage high schools from teaching 
5, 6 and 7th year grads? 

Many of the CCRI indicators have a fee attached 

Why are bonus points available based on special education enrollment? The points on CCRI for an ACT test and FAFSA do not add up to 1.0 

How are high school students that transfer between high schools counted 
toward high school grad rates? 

The points on CCRI are capped per student  

 The indicators track SES 

 Giving points for maintaining proficiency does not encourage pushing kids to 
achieve higher 

 Concerned regarding correlation of proficiency and poverty  

 Include GED in CCRI 

 K-8 weighted too heavily on proficiency  

 Consider ratings differentiating Title I from non-Title I schools 

 Increase weight afforded to growth 

 Include arts as a measure 

 A school with strong growth should be an “A” school 

 Requiring schools to be at or above 50% of students proficient creates issues 

 Heavily reliant on one test; increase CCRI weight.  

 Reconsider the weights and increase the weights on CCRI.  

 Plan overemphasizes test scores from AzMERIT. 

 



MARCH 8, 2017 PARKER PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

We are measuring the bare minimum in regard to federal regulations and law? We are the number one place for school choice.  Money for school choice will 
flow to Arizona.   

Last A-F, prof was at 50%, how did we get to 80%? If this is what the two laws put together, if I do not hit these criteria, if we fail 
in any one of these aspects, will we be a failing school? If this is what we are 
going to be measured on, then we will be labeled C or D schools.  

Would it be possible to have multiple percentages based on SES for different 
school districts?  Would it be possible to have a growth model that is weighted 
more to growth than proficiency?   

I am not crazy about the chronically absent.  When these students test, why 
are they being counted for the school in prof and growth if they are not in 
school? 

What is the “n-size” and what happens if you do not have “20”? I am afraid that schools will identify more students in order to meet the SPED 
bonus points. 

The original was if you tested less than 100 students you were not going to be 
counted, but now is it 40? 

Native American Tribes have their own programs to go to college.  If this was 
today, I would not have taken a FAFSA because my tribe would have had other 
paperwork for me to fill out instead of the FAFSA. 

Why couldn’t pre-ACT given at the middle school level be considered as CCRI 
at the K-8 level? 

Too much pressure on 3rd grade teachers in regard to the MOWR law. 

Who will be assigned at the school to collect the data at the high school level?  

Why cannot we give the AzMerit test at the level of the student?  

How does a school get to an A, B, C, D, or F school?  

 

  



MARCH 9, 2017 PEORIA PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

If no students are minimally proficient in 3rd grade ELA, how are K-8 
acceleration points awarded? 

Self-reported data for CCRI assumes accuracy of data   

How are students in special education addressed who take more than 4 years 
to graduate from high school for high school grad rate indicator?  

Issues with growth to target – if student moves from minimally proficient to 
proficient, the bar is raised to highly proficient 

How is military enrollment data collected? Plan will produce unintended consequences and should be piloted.    

If educating special education students is valued, why not include in plan 
rather than as bonus points?  

Add GED to CCRI.  All grad s should be awarded 0 points, not just 4 year grads. 

How is FAY calculated? Plan is high stakes for charter schools – closed after 3 Ds in a row.  FRL is not 
reported by charter schools.  

What are we trying to measure? Support accountability.  Include the arts as a measure.  ESSA speaks to the 
whole child.  Plan is based 90% on AzMERIT.   The administrative code requires 
teaching of subjects beside math and ELA. 

Will there be a bell curve? Too complex – look at creating a dashboard.  Need more relevant indicators 
beyond test scores 

 Supports a dashboard 

 Weight on growth still 50/50 like former plan 

 Students achieving two years of growth should be weighted more heavily 

 Glad to see CTE in matrix 

 Rethink the policy that “A” schools need to have 50% of student proficient.  
Give an equal chance to schools that have low SES and high growth  

 Concerned that SGT resets targets 

 Concerned regarding correlation of SES to scaled growth 

 

 

 



MARCH 9, 2017 YUMA PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Has the Ad Hoc taken the Sped bonus to ESS at ADE to determine the potential 
impact? 

CCRI: .3 to fill out a form.  But if you take a class, you only get .25.  That 
doesn’t make sense.  A whole year of work is only .25, but just a day of work is 
only .3 

Why are other grades, other than 8th grade, in the acceleration measure?  Off campus CTE courses—JTED’s included in the A-F? 

We are not sure which school would receive the math acceleration credit if the 
school district is not unified?  For example, if the 8th grader keeps the scores, it 
makes the high school scores drop once because that 8th grader will not be 
taking the EOC in high school. 

Pre and Post assessments would be better than the AzMerit, because start and 
end points are needed in order to rely on the test.  Growth from one grade to 
another is different than pre and post assessments.  This will accurately show 
student growth, where comparing the cohorts is inaccurate.   

CTE: how are all the certifications and sequences determined to make sure 
that they are rigorous enough? 

We are moving towards a system that is more and more difficult to 
understand.  

Off campus CTE courses—JTED’s included in the A-F? A student who is a FEP, is still not fluent in academic language.  Therefore, 
their ability on the state assessment will hurt the school. 

How will the menu of assessments effect the A-F?  Especially in growth.  If the 
school district decides to change from one test to another, how will growth be 
determined?  It becomes complex, because cut scores on all of those will need 
to be determined. 

This is very difficult for me to explain to a parent and the community.  I do not 
understand why we cannot come up with something that our teachers can 
explain to our parents. 

What consideration has been given to pre and posttests? At the end of the day, a “C” means a lot. I am not going to be worried about 
what the label of that “C” is. 

During AIMS, it seemed like it was just based on one test.  With CCRI, it seems 
like there is so much time needed to get it back, with all of these things that 
are added to the mix, has there been discussions on how these things have 
been collected? 

Anything that we do that compares one school to one school will not work for 
us.  We are creating a curve.  There will always be on at the top and one at the 
bottom.  The dashboard sounds like a good idea, the schools in the cluster are 
the ones that are hurt.  Just give us the standard and we will get there. 

Is there discussion on the number of schools that will be labeled at “A”? We say that we have standards but we are not aligning our standards to the 
test because the test does not measure A-F, it measures standards and does 
not gives us information about what standards the students passed or did not 
pass. 

How much of the new standards will change AzMerit and then how much of 
that change will affect the letter grades? 

 

How will this plan be communicated to parents?  We are a military town and 
we have families that come from out of state and they need to know what 
kind of school that their students are going to be going to. 

 

8th grade students take ACT/SCAT- will schools be able to get credit for this?  

 



MARCH 13, 2017 FLAGSTAFF PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Because the SBE plans on reviewing and possibly revising the framework each 
year, how will we ensure consistency in grading if the measurements are 
tweaked? 

Graduation rate metric would be received better by districts if it was not an all 
or nothing metric. 

Will there be a threshold number for ELLs? N-size for ELLs? Tracking student level data for CCRI will be a full-time job. In theory, it’s best to 
have the data on a student level, but until we have a system that can capture 
this data, school level would be better. Additionally, some of our small schools 
don’t even have a school counselor that can measure student by student. The 
growth model would really incentivize schools to improve year to year. 

What are the academic measures other than ELA and Math under 
consideration, and how would they be measured? 

Any time you bring time into the element of instruction, the variable becomes 
learning. How will this drive behavior? If you create a performance measure 
based on time, it doesn’t acknowledge that students will acquire knowledge at 
various rates, as opposed to just going to a percentage target for each 
individual. As soon as you put an arbitrary time factor, it changes behavior. 
This worries me. The time frame would need to be longer than one year to 
make me feel more comfortable. 

How does an indicator’s placement in the basic formula or as a bonus point 
affect funding? 

Before going further on the growth to target model, the committee should 
look at historical data over the last 3-5 years or using AIMs data to see how 
many students or what percentage of students would actually have met that 
target.  

How will the accountability system be used in the budgetary conversation? 
Will letter grades be connected to funding, and who will guide that 
conversation? 

It’s unfair for educators to bear the brunt of the SES of their community. The 
problem exists outside of education, so the education community needs to 
push back on other sectors to step up. We need support from the rest of the 
community to achieve these outcomes. 

How will graduation rate metric be calculated, and how will that be 
communicated to schools? 

The growth model is motivation for low SES communities. We can’t use low 
performance in low SES as an excuse, but we also want to motivate these 
communities and give them credit for moving the needle. 

Will the CCRI be determined by school level or student level? Could we 
measure the CCRI with both student level data and growth? 

Different bands can be weighted differently in the Florida model, or different 
points could be given for moving across different numbers of bands. 

In the CCRI, after a student scores one point, can they score additional 
incremental points, or only whole numbers? 

In regards to student growth, our graduation rate is much higher than our 
third grade reading rate. In student growth to target, if it’s not the student’s 
entire academic career, the time frame is not long enough.  

Does the committee consider end of course grades in either K-8? The work that lies ahead is to make this system easy to explain to parents, 
school board members, and even students.  This is extremely complex, and I 
would suggest we lean toward the size of simplicity. There also needs to be an 
initiative to make this make sense to all audiences, including legislators.  



Why is ELL proficiency and growth not measured at the student level like the 
other measures of proficiency and growth? 

 

How will growth to target drive behavior if we are linking a performance 
measure to time?  

 

There are so many different measures out there, has there been consideration 
of outside evaluations that can’t be skewed by staff bias? 

 

 

  



MARCH 14, 2017 SHOW LOW PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Is the State Board setting the cut score for ACT? I just want to make sure, that on April 24th that the SB will make a decision on 
the plan.  A plan that the schools have never seen and do not know what is on 
the plan.  So they will be graded on a plan that they have never seen. 

ELL district wide or school wide? Students under the N-count would still count for the prof and growth but not 
in ELL.   

Would special education also be school wide?  

HP in ELA and M—can that be included in the Acceleration—percentages of 
increase or 15% of this group of students met this classification?  Could be by 
grade level or whole school.  Would be a year-to-year increase in HP in ELA 
and M. 

By putting in the EOC in 8th grade, the students would be missing the sequence 
for Math and be missing valuable knowledge from the grade levels that they 
are skipping.  And if I take Alg 2 in 6th grade, what other math courses will I be 
taking in 7th and 8th grade. 

CCRI- How will this data be collected?  Do we start at 9th grade? This would be 
okay for those who will be coming in next year as freshman, but for schools 
trying to find information now, that may be difficult.  Therefore, I think it 
should be phased in. 

Concern from Unified school district: if getting EOC tests taken at the MS level, 
then that is having a direct reflection on the high school scores, because they 
are getting credits on the MS level and not at the HS level, which hurts 
because the cream of the crop is taking the EOC in earlier grades. 

What’s the philosophy of bonus points as the rule? Academic Decathlon- Higher program for higher academic kids (CCRI) 

How do you show that at the high school level? SGP If this is seen as a valid and reliable data point, then it has tremendous value 
for the whole pot.  You could argue that it should be a larger chunk. In order to 
get there, someone is going to do the work.  And if we aren’t willing to do the 
work, then we need to shut up about multiple measures.  It is very doable.  
Most of those indicators students do as seniors.  It is a pain and we will have to 
go through the files to determine, it will get easier in time.  It is essential that 
we get away from a measure only on AzMerit and that doesn’t give you a real 
picture of what students are ready for. 

SES: Where is the SES considered?  FRL school or poor school.. how do you 
determine an A by a D school? Zip Code.  Demographics have to be part of this.  
I have 500 students that come from the Apache nation and show great growth, 
but their surroundings are not the same as Gilbert.  We are a majority minority 
school district.  There will be a temptation to limit access to out of district kids.  
I can raise my scores by not running buses to White River.  What are we doing 
in this plan to account for the lower SES schools? 

Have special education be the only area where a school can earn bonus points.  
Everything else is just mudding the water.  This is addressing the really small 
schools and districts. And have that be your first year roll out.  In K-12.  Large 
districts will be able to get better numbers in prof and growth, while smaller 
schools would benefit from just this bonus point.  

Difficult work with the FRL- but possible in the bonus points to put in do deal 
with the SES level of a school? 

A student who is at the top of MP and at the lower of MP gets the same .6.  
Those students are different.  

What is the timeframe of the modeling? MP- Only bottom part is not scored and the top half gets .6 

 I think the FL model is great in K-8 but how do you do that in HS? Alternative is 
to look at cohorts for HS math and ELA (growth) but cohorts are different year 
to year. 



 EOC high school math is not set up to show growth. 

 Have the high school math and Ela be set up as the CCRI- and have each class 
broken out as standards then have the schools check off each scope 

 Indicators: growth within lower SES students, could be bonus points or 
acceleration—you will be giving recognition to those schools 

 When you look at any type of industry you get to pick your raw materials.  We 
do not get to pick those things.  What does matter- my teachers do not feel 
like they are failing—because of a system that the leg came up with to 
separate charter and public schools.  Focus more on growth.  Growth should 
be the measure.  What’s your FRL rate?  Add that in.  Too often they use the 
BASIS system, that’s not the model.  That’s not what we deal with every day.  
The ones that look bad are the hard working teachers and administrators.   

 Under the AIMS model, there were very specific things you could pick up and 
get double points for, especially in the bottom 25% 

 Modeling is very important.   

  

 

 

 

  



MARCH 20, 2017 THATCHER PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

What are the multiple measures?  How are multiple measures incorporated 
into the accountability plan? 

We could have ECAPs be an indicator for grades K-8. 

What happens to the scoring if we have no ELL students? We could add second language acquisition to the acceleration/readiness 
indicators for grades K-8. 

What happens if a specific grade-level has no n-count? We could add verification of 25% or more participation in after-school 
programs as an acceleration/readiness indicator for grades K-8. 

How are K-12 or 7-12 schools measured? We could add a passing score on the civics test for grades K-8 to be added to 
the acceleration/readiness indicator. 

Is it true that growth is measured higher at the elementary level than at the 
high school level? 

Increasing the 5th through 8th grade acceleration in high school math has the 
potential to be solely based on test scores.   

Is the acceleration piece an all-or-nothing measure? Acceleration/readiness measures should be on a menu.  There should be more 
acceleration/readiness measures for grades K-8. 

How is “decreasing the percentage of grade 3 students who are minimally 
proficient” measured?  Is it based on cohort?  If so, this could be problematic.   

In the CCRIs, all courses that a student takes should have a point value based 
on the grade the student earns (e.g., 1 point for an A, .75 points for a B and .5 
points for a C). 

When will the alternative schools plan be released? Sean Rickert – based on his analysis of the CCRI data, without self-reported 
data students generate approximately 7 points per student.  Using self-
reported data, students generate approximately 13 points per student.  We 
need to be using self-reported data.   

Should we add computer technology as an indicator for 
acceleration/readiness? 

The “schoolwide improvement model” benefits smaller LEAs without a CTE 
program.  The “student level completion” model benefits larger LEAs with a 
CTE program. 

Can we add bonus points for students who go on missions?  What if you 
calculated it over a three-year period and measured the increase in students 
who went on missions? (Could look at the clearinghouse data.) 

There is value in a minimally proficient score and it shouldn’t be set at zero.  It 
doesn’t make sense mathematically.   

What about students with an accelerated graduation rate?  Will they generate 
additional points for graduating in three or three and a half years? 

Please explain in more detail SGT versus the Florida model.   

Are the CCRIs calculated during the senior year?  

Can we have CCRIs be 100% of the accountability plan?  

How does a school earn an A under this plan?  

 

 

 

 



MARCH 21, 2017 HOLBROOK PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

What was the Board’s opinion regarding what is its focus on accountability – 
schools or students? 

Growth should be at 55% for low-SES schools to benefit them in the 
accountability system.   

In this system, if we transpose students into new schools do the A-F profiles 
flip flop? 

Use schoolwide attendance rate at 90% or above as an acceleration measure.   

What are the multiple measures being considered? Chronic absenteeism impacts student growth and performance. 

Is the menu still available for D/F schools? Increasing the bottom 25% should be added as an acceleration measure.   

What is the n-size for ELLs and other special populations? If a special education student is on-track to graduate as determined by their 
IEP, then they should still generate the full 10 points.   

What is the accountability plan for K-2 schools? CCRIs should be more than just 15% of the accountability grade. 

What are you doing regarding differentiating between full-day and half-day 
kindergarten? 

There is no drop-out rate currently in the accountability system. 

Is it truly possible to accelerate grade 5 through 8 students in math that early? We need to look at rural versus metropolitan areas.  They have different 
challenges.  The same size LEA that is small with the high-SES and high-ELL 
numbers need to be compared to an LEA that is large, with low-SES and low-
ELL numbers.   

How big is the n-size for chronic absenteeism? Let’s have a dashboard system instead of an A-F system.   

How can we reduce the impact of a student who is chronically absent (e.g., 
due to a chronic illness) on the school’s letter grade? 

Having a letter grade does not make us a better school system.   

Can chronically absent students be extracted from FAY students?  

Why is AIMS Science not in proficiency for grades 9-12?  

If ELLs opt out, are they counted in the ELL proficiency and growth rates still?    

What happens to a special education student who stays an extra year?  They 
are on-track to graduate.  Which cohort do they fall into? 

 

How will you track the FAFSA or any other self-reported data point?  

Does postsecondary education include trade schools and community colleges?    

How do you know what the target is in SGT?  

What are the consequences for a D/F school in the accountability system?    

 

  



MARCH 23, 2017 TEMPE PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

How will F schools be determined? SGP looks like it penalizes low-scoring students.   

What is the n-size for decreasing the percentage of third grades students on 
the ELA assessment? 

A school that serves the homeless, an at-risk school, is being hit in both growth 
and proficiency negatively.   

What is the A-F system for?   Parents use letter grades to determine where to live. 

How are schools that serve students with special needs impacted? Schools with more than 80% FRL should be offered bonus points.   

What about a special needs student and their graduation rate? PE is in ESSA.   

Why don’t the students count equally when they graduate in a different cohort 
but on an IEP?   

We could serve as a model for other states by including PE in our 
accountability model.   

Who is accountable for a student who moves from school to school? Advocate for the arts to be included in the accountability system.    

Who tracks the CCRI data? PE affects the brain.  Academic growth and exercise go together.   

Where are the arts? CCRIs are critical.  Need to work on the readiness measures and include PE and 
the arts.   

Are only juniors and seniors included in the graduation rates? PE should be included as a bonus point.   

What about concurrent enrollment?  Does that count for the CCRIs? We could do a school evaluation of whether 50% or more participation in PE 
classes; we could measure whether schools are using heart rate monitors; and, 
we could assess students’ knowledge of fitness and nutrition.   

What is the rationale for bonus points in postsecondary and military? PE should just be measured by instructional minutes.  There should be a 
checklist or menu of items for PE to earn bonus points.   

What does postsecondary include? PE drives schools toward higher academic growth.   

Will science be included in grades 9-12? Dance should be included in the accountability models.  We currently have 
academic standards and teacher certifications for dance.   

How are peer groups determined?  Based off of SES?   We need a “future intentions” clause that additional subjects will make of over 
15% over the next five years of the accountability plan.   

If you are maintaining grade-level expectations in SGT you are not penalized, 
correct? 

We need to look at how students are being exposed to the arts.  Standards 
based arts instruction should be included in the CCRIs.  Art gives a third 
language to students.   

Are mobile students part of FAY?  

What is the baseline target for third grade under the SGT model?  

What is the human impact of D/F schools?  

 

  



MARCH 28, 2017 PAYSON PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

How are the CCRIs measured? If you take out ELL it favors high achieving LEAs and punishes low achieving 
LEAs. 

Are low-SES schools favored in a growth mode? Adding acceleration on English courses for the K-8 acceleration measure 
makes no sense. 

What happens when you have a low/zero n-size for ELL? If a school is on the bottom then bonus points will not help. 

What happens to the calculation when the 10% for ELLs drops off? A major determining factor in this system is SES. 

Can we add indicators to K-8 such as a non-ELL indicator? We should have a retention rate.   

What about making ELLs a bonus point or reducing the ELL percentages? The schoolwide improvement model is best for the CCRIs. 

What is the average special education enrollment?  

What if band programs or STEM programs were an acceleration measure?  

Can we utilize attendance rates as an acceleration/readiness measure?  

What if an eighth grade student takes the ACT and then grows in the ninth 
grade?  What happens to the student’s ACT score? 

 

Can we add into the acceleration/readiness measures a question regarding 
which percentage of students are in extracurricular activities? 

 

Can we do a physical fitness assessment at the beginning of the year as 
compared to the end of the year? 

 

Are special education bonus points awarded for just crossing the threshold?  

Are the bonus points for special education going to incentivize over 
identification? 

 

Why is the special education enrollment at 80%?  Why isn’t it just over the 
statewide average? 

 

If we have special populations, it doesn’t seem equal.  Should different 
populations be weighted differently? 

 

Why are there no bonus points for SES?  

Are proficiency and growth broken up into subgroups?  

Why was the bottom 25% dropped?  

What if we include special education graduation rates?  

What about extremely high performing charters that drive out lower 
performing students from their cohort? 

 

What software will we use to collect the self-reported data?  

Does military enrollment have to be directly after high school?  

Does increasing postsecondary enrollment go to a threshold?  

Why is minimally proficient at zero?  

Where is AIMS Science for 9-12 in both proficiency and growth?  



Why not include the civics exam as part of the pie chart?  

Does the Florida model provide a more well-balanced range of growth scores?  

 

  



MARCH 29, 2017 GLOBE PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

What if a school has no ELL students?  What happens then? It makes sense for a large LEA to do the schoolwide improvement model; 
makes sense to do the student growth model for a smaller LEA. 

How will the self-reported data be reported? With respect to the schoolwide improvement model, increasing year-to-year is 
harder if the same number of students participate in concurrent enrolment, 
for example. 

How does the Grand Canyon diploma work? It is harder to generate points using the schoolwide improvement model. 

Explain SGP. There is a correlation between SGP and low-SES. 

Can we use funding as part of the accountability plan? If we use SGT we should have 20% proficiency and 40% growth.   

Can we have poverty bonus points for serving FRL populations at or above 80% 
of the statewide average?  

This system disadvantages high-SES schools and conceals low-SES schools. 

What about getting more points for a three-year graduation rate? The percentages of proficiency and growth should be reconsidered to show 
schoolwide improvement so that there is not so much emphasis on 
proficiency. 

What happens to a highly mobile student? This system is a reflection of SES. 

 Labels aren’t important except for the menu and getting extra funding. 

 SGT punishes low performing students. 

 SES should be part of the accountability plan.   

 

  



MARCH 30, 2017 CASA GRANDE PUBLIC HEARING 

QUESTIONS COMMENTS 

Is it possible NOT to accept special education students at our LEA based on the 
sp.ed. bonus point model? 

Please explain chronic absenteeism and how it works. 

Bonus points are out of how many points? Schools shouldn’t be punished for graduating 5th, 6th, and 7th year seniors. 

How do you get points for acceleration measures? Proficiency shouldn’t be solely by AzMERIT.  We could use ACCUPLACER, 
ASVAB, ACT and SAT. 

Which exam will be used for proficiency/growth/ELL/CCRIs? 90% for assessments in K-8 is too high. 

How do you get credit recovery kids back on track? Disappointed that art and PE are in the parking lot. 

Who calculates the CCRI data? Should shift the percentages and take time to look at the data.   

What happens if a student graduates in three years? Grading should be postponed—timing is an issue. 

What happens if a school doesn’t have any ELLs? Cut scores will be very important. 

 We don’t want every school to show growth.   

 

 


